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Silent Night 


By Clara Aiken Speer 


EROD’S halls are filled with music 
All in tune with revelry, 
Loudly sound the pipe and timbrel, 
Loudly sounds the drunken glee; 
Aye, so loudly none may know that 
Near by mystic beauty sings, 
More than pipe and more than timbrel, 
More than men’s imaginings. 
* *+ & & & 


Deep quiet on the hillside lies, 
Where gentle, helpless sheep 

Are huddled close for warmth and rest, 
While shaggy men who keep 

A watch, have ears attuned to hear 
The smallest sound, a sigh, 

A breath, a word, a padded step, 
Or the night wind slipping by. 


No wonder their alertness sensed 
The shining heavenly throng, 

No wonder that their quietude 
Had room for angel song. 

And through all lands, through all the years, 
The song the silence bore 

Shall sound where men have room to hear, 
In joy, forevermore. 


ye 
The lron Gate 


Are we discouraged by an impos- 
sible situation that is confronting us? 
God is not discouraged by it; why should 
we be? For if we have received his 
Son as our Saviour and Lerd, he is 
pledged to meet all our needs. And he 
is able to do so; for he is omnipotent. 
Cutler Whitwell, of the Bible Institute 
of Los Angeles, in a radio message last 
summer spoke of Peter’s experience 
when an angel led him out of prison. 
The chains that bound Peter were struck 
off, but Peter, acting on instructions, 
girded himself and bound on his own 


sandals — he could do that. He also put 
on his own garment, and followed the 
angel. Then they came to an impossible 
barrier, the iron gate leading unto the 
city. But that.“opened to them of his 
own accord” (Acts 12:10). Mr. Whit- 
well commented: “If we’ll do all the 
possible things, God will take care of 
the impossible.” God did nothing for 
Peter that night that Peter could do for 
himseif; God did everything for Peter 
that night that Peter could not do for 
himself. If “the iron gate” is locked 
and barred and staring you in the face, 
God’s call is to do for yourself whatever 


‘he has asked you to do, and trust him 


to do the rest. 
—_ 


In the Hawk's Clutches 


There is plenty of cruelty in the 
natural world — but this is going to be 
changed when the Lord comes again. 
Dr. Ernest Wadsworth writes in a per- 
sonal letter to the Editor telling of a 
vacation time in Canada: “One never 


The Meekness and 


HE Jewish nation has given birth 

to the greatest characters the world 

has ever known. With all our 
boasted intelligence in this twentieth 
century, with our high schools, colleges, 
and universities, with the daily press 
and millions of books in our public 
libraries, the world today is not pro- 
ducing such remarkable characters of 
faith and godliness as sprang from the 
seed of Abraham thousands of years 
ago. Moses stands forth in the Scrip- 
tures as one of the greatest Bible char- 
acters, and his is a greatness that has 
not diminished through all the passing 
centuries. 

Moses achieved his greatness when 
past eighty years of age. This ought 
to encourage some who are becoming 
old. Your greatest service may still be 
in the future. God will yet make use 
of the years of discipline through which 
you have passed. Experience and knowi- 
edge give a matured judgment, a ten- 
derness and grace, a fitness for service 
which many of the young do not pos- 
sess. Miriam was around ninety years 
of age when she took the timbrel and 
led the daughters of Israel in song. 

Let us note some of the things that 
are responsible for the greatness of 
Moses’ character. 

He was favored with godly parents. 


will forget one unhappy, haunting sight. 
Stepping out of doors we heard the pierc- 
ing, despairing cries of some captured 
creature. Was it a squirrel or a weasel on 
the ground under a huge hawk whose 
spreading wings covered the creature 
while his talons were piercing, and his 
hooked bill was carrying away the cap- 
tive? Disturbed as we approached, the 
hawk gathered up its screeching prey,: 
and with swift wings circled through 
the opening in our woods with its 
quarry almost curdling our blood with 
its fear-filled, utterly despairing cries 
for deliverance. The cries still haunt 
one. How meaningful became Scriptural 
references to such a scene! ‘Lest he 
tear my soul like a lion, rending it in 
pieces, while there is none to deliver’ 
(Psa. 7:2), must have come to David 
after witnessing the cruelty of some 
predatory beast. Cruel is our great 
Enemy; blessed be our Great Deliverer ! 
‘Great deliverance’ has been, and still is 
our portion: and boldly we may say, 
‘He will yet deliver us’” (2 Cor. 1:10). 


Greatness of Moses 


How much we owe to good blood, good 
Giscipline, holy environments, and godly 
influences! His parents had a faith that 
destroyed fear. “They were not afraid 
of the king’s commandment” (Heb. 11: 
23). But, when it was not expedient 
longer to hide the babe, he was set adrift 
in the little ark of bulrushes. How won- 
derful God’s care and protection! 

There came a time in Moses’ life when 
he made a great choice. We all have 
the pleasure, privilege, and responsibil- 
ity of choice. We can and must choose. 
When we choose, and what we choose, 
and how’ we choose, determines much 
of our happiness and success in life, and 
decides our eternal destiny when this 
brief life is over. Moses had such pros- 
pects of honor, riches, and dominion as 
few others are offered. Egypt was then 
the leading nation of the world, and 
Moses chose rather to suffer affliction 
with the people of God, and esteemed 
the reproach of Christ greater riches 
than the treasures of Egypt. And why 
such a choice? “He had respect unto the 
recompence of the reward” (Heb. 11: 
26). He looked beyond this brief period 
of time, and viewed the eternal reward 
that awaits the faithful. 

Moses not only obtained a renewal of 
his call at the burning bush to deliver 
Israel; but he, no doubt, got a new im- 
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press of love and fire from this burn- 
ing experience. We need the fire of 
heavenly love burning in our hearts if 
we are to render effectual, fervent serv- 
ice in the Kingdom of God. 

Moses had the advantage of a trained 
mind. While God condescends to use 
instruments that have not had such op- 
portunities, yet the example of Moses, 
Paul, and others, prove how much 
greater our influence and usefulness if 
we have the advantage of a good edu- 
cation. 

Let us note in conclusion, some out- 
standing qualities in the life of Moses 
that made him such a remarkable char- 
acter. 

He was a humble character, — “meek, 
above all... men.” Humility is an es- 
sential qualification for usefulness. God 
can only use the humble. “The proud 
he knoweth afar off.” Paul was not 
only a saint, or the least of the saints, 
but “less than the least of all saints.” 
‘John the Baptist felt himself unworthy 
even to unloose the latchet of the Sav- 
iour’s shoe. Jacob declared he was un- 
worthy of even the “least” of God’s 
mercies. Abraham said he was but “dust 


and ashes.” The Lord Jesus was a per- _ 


fect pattern of meekness. “God builds 
his greatest structures on nothing.” 
Moses was very sympathetic and 
deeply concerned with the sufferings of 
others. This not only qualified him 
for his tremendous task in delivering 
Israel, but gave him an. attractive and 
winning character. It was his sym- 
pathy with the oppressed that caused 
him to slay the Egyptian. When he 
reached the land of Midian, he at once 
helped the daughters of Jethro against 
the shepherds and watered their flock. 
In every time of trouble Israel turned 
to Moses for help, and “it is a high testi- 
mony of the Christlikeness of one’s char- 
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acter, when those in trouble instinctively 
look to him for help.” 

Moses was a mighty intercessor. Out- 
side of Jesus, our Lord, we have nothing 
so wonderful and so beautiful as the 
prayer life of Moses. In this respect 
especially he becomes a type of Christ. 
“He prayed with an earnestness that cor- 
responded to the magnitude of the thing 
he desired.” On two different occasions, 
he spent not just one or two whole 
nights in prayer, but he spent forty 
whole days and nights in prayer. He 
stood in the breach and held back the 
wrath of God from destroying Israel. 
Note the agony of his prayer: “Yet now, 
if thou wilt forgive their sin—; and if 
not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy 
book which thou hast written.” 

Moses was great for what God accom- 
plished through him. He led out of 
Egyptian bondage about three million 
people without fighting. He led Israel 
across the Red Sea and headed them 
toward the Promised Land. The care 
of this nation for forty years in the wil- 
derness was a tremendous task, and 
Moses, under God, accomplished it. God 
through his servant Moses, has revealed 
to the world some remarkable secrets. 
In a brief account we have the entire 
history of Creation. We have the story 
of the Fall of man and the first promise 
of a coming Saviour. Moses gives a 
history of the Flood and a History of 
God’s Chosen People, from the call of 
Abraham to their deliverance from 
Egypt. The civilized world is indebted 
to the great Lawgiver for that part of 
the inspired Word of God which gives 
so many great commands concerning 
moral and civil law. 

May we know, at least in some small 
degree, some of these outstanding qual- 
ities that shone so brightly in the life of 
Moses. 
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Did Eve Add to God's Word? 


In the Truss of July 16 you expose the 
eisegesis [reading into the Bible what is 
not there] of a California reader, but in 
so doing make a little slip yourself. 

You say: “Eve added to what God had 
said by inserting something he had not 
said, ‘Neither shall ye touch it.’” I have 
heard others say this, but that does not 
make it true. If it be true, then the first 
sin was telling a lie, and eating the for- 
bidden fruit becomes the second sin. 

To adopt this error we must assume that 
Genesis gives a record of every word that 
God spoke to Adam and Eve. Then we 
can come over to the New Testament and 
read the accounts of Paul’s conversion in 
Acts, chapters 9, 22, and 26, and we catch 
Paul also telling lies—A Pennsylvania 
pastor. 

When Tue Sunpay ScHOOoL TIMES says 
that Eve added to what God had said 
concerning the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil, it by no means follows that 
“we must assume that Genesis gives a 
record of every word that God spoke to 
Adam and Eve.” We may well believe 
— although this, of course, is in the realm 
of human conjecture — that God spoke 
words to Adam and Eve that are not 


recorded for us in Scripture. But when 
the inspired Scripture tells us what God 
said to Adam concerning his freedom to 
eat of all the trees of the garden except 
one, and then uttered a plain, unmistak- 
able prohibition concerning that one, it 
is reasonable to assume that we are 
given the exact words, and all the words, 
spoken by God in that momentous com- 
mandment. Genesis tells us: “And the 
Lord God commanded the man, saying, 
Of every tree of the garden thou mayest 
freely eat: but of the tree of the knowl- 
edge of good and evil, thou shalt not 
eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die” (Gen. 2: 
16, 17). 

THE SunpAy ScHoot Times, together 
with many sound students of the Word, 
cannot believe that God included in his 
prohibiting commandment the important 
words, “neither shall ye touch it,” and 
then had these words left out of the in- 
spired record. 

Therefore it is generally believed, and 
with sound Scriptural reason, that Eve 
added to God’s words, not in an unim- 
portant way but in a way that misrep- 
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resented God, when she told the serpent 
that God had said, “Ye shall not eat of it, 
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.” 

Whether this was sin on Eve's part, 
or unintentional carelessness, or a faulty 
memory, we are not told and we do not 
need to know. We do know that when 
God dealt with Adam, and with Eve, and 
with the serpent, the sin for which he 
judged the woman and the man was the 
sin of having “eaten of the tree, whereof 
I commanded thee that thou shouldesf 
not eat.” 

Paul did not “tell lies” when, in his 
several different accounts of his conver- 
sion on the way to Damascus, he men- 
tioned details at one time that he did 
not mention at another. There is no 
falsehood in this, as there would be if 
Paul contradicted himself in his various 
narratives of his conversion. There is no 
contradiction or conflict in the various 
accounts of Paul’s conversion. But if 
we have the full record of what God said 
to Adam in the one negative command- 
ment given in the Garden of Eden, as 
there is every reason to believe we have, 
then Eve, whether intentionally or unin- 
tentionally, misrepresented the word of 
God. 


= 
Christian Letter-Writing 


How do you end a letter to a 
Christian friend, just before signing your 
name? Many will be interested in a 
letter from a valued friend of the Edi- 
tor, H. C. Hunt of the Bible Institute 
of Los Angeles, who writes: 


Here is the record of an unusual hobby 
that may be of interest to your readers. 
I have cherished many choice letters in 
which there are unusual salutations and 
conclusions, especially those which indi- 
cated the individualities of the writers or 
showed their familiarity with the Scrip- 
tures. By recording them over many 
years, I am reminded of sweet fellowship 
enjoyed during days on earth together, 
or years of intimate correspondence. 
Some of the following are from saints 
well known to THE Sunpay ScHoo, Tres 
readers: 


Yours in God’s abounding mercy. 
Yours awaiting the upward call. 


Affectionately yours in Him we love 
and serve. 
Yours in the bonds of 1 Cor. 13. 


Yours in 1 Peter 1:8. 
Yours rejoicing in His faithfulness. 
Yours looking upward but pressing on- 
ward. 
Serving and waiting for Him. 
Yours in His unforgetting love. 
Constantly’ thinking prayerfully and 
thankfully of you. 
I had many things to write—3 John 
3:14, 
Lovingly yours — Dwell deep (Jer. 49: 
» 30). 
Yours in our covenanting God. 
Yours in the service of our risen Lord. 


Yours in Grace and Truth. 

Yours in happy fellowship and hope. 

Yours under His mighty hand. 

Yours in His service in a small way. 

In the bonds of Christ, yours. : 

By sovereign grace, your brother in 
t. 


Your brother among the redeemed. 
Yours in Him because of Calvary. 
Yours in the gladdest expectation of 
the morn too bright for mortal eyes. 
“Beloved, I wish above all things that 
thou mayest prosper and be in health, 
even as thy soul prospereth” (3 John 2). 
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Details showing that it could have been given 


The Fulfillment of Micah's Bethlehem Prophesy." 


3 SS | S. , 
Smith, D.D. "oss bertat 


By Wilbur .M. 











raised by theories such as Klausner 

and Guignebert set forth, and I 
take the liberty of quoting a long pas- 
sage from a work too little known to- 
day, by Dr. Louis Matthews Sweet, for 
twenty-one years the Professor of 
Christian Theology and Apologetics in 
the Biblical Seminary of New. York City, 
and, since 1931, the Professor of Sys- 
tematic Theology in the Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary in Chicago. Pro- 
fessor Sweet’s sentences are not exactly 
easy to read, but they will repay the 
most careful study —his arguments are 
unanswerable. 

“We next take up the passage from 
Micah (5:2), which is applied to the 
birth of Jesus at Bethlehem. This text 
is most confidently pointed to as evi- 
dence of the power of a Messianic text to 
create the expectation out of which has 
issued a fictitious series of events. The 
questioning of the Jewish leaders by 
Herod drew forth the response that the 
Messiah ‘should be born at Bethlehem. 
This points to a widespread and preva- 
lent notion that the Messiah should be 
manifested in the City of David. This 
in course of time developed the con- 
viction that Christ, whom they confi- 
dently believed to be the Messiah, was 
actually born there. What more natural 
than that such a notice should by ‘dog- 
matic reflection’ be developed into the 
conviction that the event had actually 
thus occurred? Keim thinks it a very 
simple case. 


Hard Questions for the Critics 


“A little closer study, however, will 
show that it is not so simple as it at 
first appears. In the first place, how 
did it come about that any Jew believed 
Jesus to be the Messiah? Giverf the 
faith that Jesus actually was the Mes- 
siah, the belief that He was born at 
Bethlehem might arise, but the initial 
faith, which is the mainspring of the 
entire process, is one of the things to 
be accounted for. Would not the birth 
at Bethlehem be one of the elements in 
the body of evidence to prove that Jesus 
was the Messiah? If there was a wide- 
spread conviction that the Messiah must 
be born at Bethlehem, strong enough to 
overbear the actual facts and create the 
conviction that he was born there, when 
he was not, it was certainly strong 
enough to lead men, at least men of 
skeptical temper, to investigate the ques- 
tion before giving their allegiance to the 
candidate for the Messiahship. We 
know certainly that ‘the question came 
up. Nathanael’s sneer at Nazareth, and 
the arguments of the Jews that no 
prophet could come out of Galilee, is 
the negative statement; and the ques- 
tion of the objectors, ‘Hath not the 
scripture said that the Christ cometh of 
the seed of David, and from Bethlehem, 
the village where David was?’ (John 7: 


T rises are still deeper problems 


It was 700 years from the time the 
Old Testament prophet named the 
little town where the Messiah should 
be born until the Angel of the Lord 
announced his birth to the shepherds 
outside of Bethlehem. To the be- 
liever in the Bible as God’s verbally 
inspired and infallible Word, it is 
enough that Micah, Matthew, and 
Luke designate Bethlehem as _ the 
birthplace of the Lord Jesus Christ; 
but the critics are ingenious, and 
many are the arguments they use to 
discredit the Bible writers. There- 
fore Dr. Smith’s two scholarly arti- 
cles will be especially welcome at 
this Christmas season. In his first 
article last week he discussed sev- 
eral of the higher critics’ theories 
and showed how they may be an- 
swered. In this concluding article 
he quotes the masterly logic of an- 
other writer in favor of the truth of 
Micah’s prophecy, and gives seven 
reasons why we believe that Beth- 
lehem was the birthplace of Christ. 








42), the positive statement of the re- 
quirement. 

“Both positively and negatively, this 
argument was urged against Jesus, and 
his disciples were compelled to make 
answer. If it be objected that the argu- 
ment of the Jews against Jesus on this 
ground led to the invention of the story 
of the Bethlehem birth, the answer is 
easy: The theory implies deliberate dis- 
honesty on the part of the disciples, and 
is therefore absurd. 


Striking Contrasts in the Prophecy 


“There is still more to be said on the 
subject of this prophecy. ‘There is a 
certain distinct and individual atmos- 
phere about the passage, to which a 
mind saturated with the spirit of the Old 
Testament could not fail to be sensitive. 
One need not hesitate to say that the 
record of happenings at Bethlehem is 
not in accord with the outstanding fea- 
tures of the prophecy as any ordinary 
interpreter, not especially illuminated, 
would understand it. The prophet con- 
trasts,— and with high lights and deep 
shadows draws his picture,—the hum- 
ble standing and rural situation of Beth- 
lekem with the exalted position and 
far-reaching authority of the Ruler who 
should issue from her. The little town 
of Bethlehem should be distinguished 
by the appearance of the great Gover- 
nor in her midst. 

“This is easily applicable to Christ, as 
seen in the light of after history; but 
is there anything in it which would lead 
a Jewish interpreter to imagine the in- 
cidents recorded in the Infancy narra- 
tive? The passage clearly points to the 
beginning of the Great Ruler’s life at 
Bethlehem, but it points, also, and super- 
ficially considered, just as clearly, to a 


royal birth under royal conditions. The 
text was one of those which helped to 
create that ideal of a political and con- 
quering Messiah who should come vis- 
ibly robed in the garments of authority, 
in view of which the claims madé on be- 
half of the humble Nazarene were con- 
temptuously rejected by the Jewish peo- 
ple as a whole. 


“He Humbled Himself” 


“How could Micah’s stately descrip- 
tion be applied to a Child, even if born 
at Bethlehem and of David’s stock, of 
whom such things as these could be 
said: That he happened to be born 
at Bethlehem because He, like His 
nation and His family, was subject to 
the detested rule of Rome; that His 
mother was so devoid of influence as 
to be compelled, because the khan was 
crowded, to bring forth her Child in a 
stable; that she was so utterly powerless 
that the wise men who visited her Child 
from afar had to skulk away in secret 
flight from the new-found King; and 
that He Himself was driven forth from 
His country merely by the uplifted hand 
of the hated Herod? Strange fulfill- 
ment these details furnish of the pro- 
phetic sentence, which speaks of the 
advent of a world Ruler whose goings 
forth have been of old from the days of 
eternity! It is fair to say that, while 
the mere fact that Jesus was born at 
Bethlehem accords with the prophecy, 
the circumstances and surroundings of 
it as described in the New Testament 
utterly contradict the passage as gen- 
erally interpreted by the Jews of Jesus’ 
time. It could not possibly have led in 
any naturally constituted mind to the 
construction of the incidents with which 
it is connected.” 

I have left the most important ques- 
tion for the last: Was Christ born in 
Bethlehem? If he was, then Micah’s 
prophecy was fulfilled, and we have in- 
disputable evidence for persuading us 
that Micah wrote by divine inspiration, 
and that Jesus was indeed the Messiah 
of whom he spoke. 

I submit, without elaborating, the fol- 
lowing evidence, which, it seems to me, 
is more than sufficient to prove to any 
unprejudiced person that Bethlehem was 
the birthplace of our Lord. 

(1) Both Matthew and Luke assign 
Bethlehem as the birthplace of Christ, 
and today both of these documents stand 
as historical narratives of rare accuracy, 
written by contemporaries of our Lord, 
whose statements in hundreds of other 
passages have been severely tested and 
proved reliable and trustworthy. 

(2) There is not the smallest scrap 
of evidence in any New Testament docu- 
ment to contradict this statement by 
Matthew and Luke. 

(3) Within one hundred years of our 
Lord’s death, “even before A. D. 132, 


(Continued on page 915) 
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Encouragements and warnings from all the world 
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HE Bible for Colorado School 
“[ enttaren—mhe Gideons of Denver 

are extending their program to the 
public schools. A Colorado statute 
allows the reading of the Bible in public 
schools, and the Denver Superintendent, 
Pr. Alexander J. Stoddard, is broad- 
minded enough to help. The first Bible 
was placed in the Skinner Junior High 
School on the fifteenth of October, 1937. 
Since then 650 Bibles have been placed 
in 68 schools. Several suburban schools 
have also been supplied, which brings 
the total up to 700. The cost has been 
chiefly covered by the Sunday schools 
of Colorado. In the first seven months 
of 1938 $1,200 had come in, each dollar 
to pay for a Gideon Bible. The minis- 
terial associations and school authorities 
of neighboring cities have asked for 
Bibles, and the work is extending over 
the state. 

“The Bible is used,” writes Berea St. 
John in The Jail Evangelist. “The fact 
that a copy goes only to a room from 
which a request has come, assures its 
use. Teachers read passages for a morn- 
ing devotional, they study it as litera- 
ture, they use it in memory work, they 
use it as reference material.” A letter 
from one junior high school reads: “We 
enjoy the Scripture reading in assembly 
on Thursday afternoon. Every one stands 
in silence as it is being read.” 


Concerning Gideon Bibles in Canada, 
M. Henri Lanctin of Moncton, New 
Brunswick, reports this: 

“One afternoon lately when selling 
Bibles, I was welcomed heartily. A man 
appeared in the doorway of the house 
which I approached and said with a 
cheerful voice, ‘Entrez! I entered; a 
chair was offered me. Hardly had I sat 
down when the man said: ‘What’s the 
reason that the priest does not want us 
to read the Bible? I spent several nights 
in hotels in St. John and Halifax and 
elsewhere. In every room there was a 
so-called Gideon Bible. Many a time 
I read until deep into the night in such 
a Bible, but I could not find anything 
wrong in them.’ You understand that 
I soon told him a few things. That’s 
where the Annotated New Testament 
comes in! Specially written for Ro- 
man Catholics, it does not take them 
long to find out where the Word of God 
differs from what Rome teaches. .. . 

“Not always do hotel owners like 
Gideon Bibles. Thus when a hotel in 
Western Canada changed hands the new 
proprietor had all Bibles thrown on a 
dump. A poor girl went there later to 
find something to sell again. Noticing 
the books, she picked one up and carried 
it home. Through reading it she claimed 
Christ as her Saviour. This led to the 
forming of a Sunday school class whose 
members provided themselves’ with 
Bibles from the same source, so that 
not one was left.” 


Pertinent Thoughts on Union.—The 
Mennonite leader, Bishop George Brunk, 
who recently died, was a man of devotion 
and courage who at times faced death 
for the cause of Christ. Also a man of 
shrewd mother-wit. Thus when, in open 
meeting. the question was once put to 
him, “Who is the better man the white 
or the colored?” he replied: “The col- 





““Nation Shall Rise 
Against Nation” 








Ten years ago ministers who fol- 
low the lead of The Christian Cen- 
tury were preaching on the Locarno 
Pact, the Kellogg ‘Treaties, and 
other pacifist proposals. Now comes 
the emeritus professor of history at 
Harvard, Dr. Albert Bushnell Hart, 
urging war preparations for a con- 
flict which “you may not have to 
face but which certainly your sons or 
grandsons will have to. The United 
States has never been in such dan- 
ger of disturbance and possible de- 
feat as at present. It is my opinion 
that we are approaching a degree of 
extent and continuance of military 
and naval operations such as we do 
not dream of.’ Professor Hart 
thinks that Russia at present pre- 
venis collision between the United 
States and Japan. Thése opinions 
are based on careful observations in 
Europe and Asia. “I am not simply 
telling you a dark story. I want 
you to see that we must face con- 
ditions today. We've got to be pre- 
pared for war,” and this into the 
indefinite future. 


Here is confirmation of Scripture 
as to the end of the age. 
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ored man is the better man if he is a 
better man: the white man likewise, if 
he is a better man.” And again when, 
after preaching on the infidelity of per- 
sons like Robert Ingersoll, a brother 
came to him wondering whether it was 
all right to buy Ingersoll watches, he 
smiled and said, “Certainly Ingersoll will 
do for time but not for eternity.” 

Of church unity he said wisely: 

“While it is true that Christ prayed 
for the unity of believers it does not 
follow, therefore, as some seem to think, 
that all denominational lines should be 
broken down and that we should join 


-hands with all that say “Lord, Lord,” 


whether or no they do what the Lord 
says. 

“<*First pure: then peaceable’ is a word 
for our times. Paul commanded, in the 


name of our Lord Jesus Christ, with- 
drawal from every brother that walked 
disorderly and not after the tradition re- 
ceived from him (2 Thess. 3:7).... 

“Christ loved his enemies but he never 
united with them. He no doubt loved the 
Samaritans, who kept only a part of the 
Bible, but he told them plainly, ‘Ye wor- 
ship ye know not what . Salvation 
is of the Jews.’” 


A notable convert from Judaism is re- 
ported in Palestine. This is Mr. Slos- 
towsky, an ex-rabbi, who through read- 
ing the New Testament, and by the 
convincing power of the Holy Spirit, 
has been converted tu Christ, has left 
his old associations and taken upon him- 
self the reproach of Christ. He is eager 
to witness to all that Jesus is the prom- 
ised Messiah and Son of God. 

His rabbinate was in Haifa, but owing 
to ill-treatment he has been obliged to 
leave. At Beirut he has been baptized. 
He is described as an extraordinarily 
gifted man with great capacities who 
will certainly be a chosen instrument of. 
God among his people Israel. He is now 
eagerly searching Scripture, and every- 
thing he can find in the sphere of Gospel 
literature. 

In the Palestine Review is an article 
entitled, “God Comes to the Commune,” 
which gives a painful picture of the ir- 
religion of the Jewish settlements in 
Palestine. They do indeed observe the 
Sabbath with rest and a clean tablecloth, 
but when it was proposed to read pas- 
sages from the Bible a storm of protest 
arose. “God in the accepted form has 
been eliminated from the communal set- 
tlements. The words labor, soil, equality 
of all men, have been substituted.” Some 
favor Sabbath ceremony without God. 
Others oppose any formal Sabbath cere- 
mony. Discussion rages with peculiarly 
Jewish intensity. “We cannot teach the 
children things which we do not be- 
lieve.” At Emek Kvutza, after long de- 
bate, it was decided that when a boy 
reached thirteen, certain verses regard- 
ing the phylacteries were to be explained 
to him and he was to be presented with 
three things, an Old Testament, a minia- 
ture plow, and a miniature revolver. 

Such is the barrenness and bankruptcy 
of rabbinical Judaism. The Jewish 
Chronicle remarks on the immense prev- 
alence of card gambling among English 
Jews, and adds: “More withering and 
tragic irony than a Bible-less Jewry 
could not be. A Jewry that has forgot- 
ten its Bible is a lost Jewry.” 


M. Saillens on the Fusion of Reformed 
and Evangelical Reformed Churches in 
France.—This, like other movements for 
union, can be explained as an effort of the 
Unitarian-minded to get into, and ulti- 
mately to control, evangelical churches 
and property. M. Saillens says that it 
will not be a complete fusion. A con- 
siderable number of churches and pas- 






































Lesson for December 25 


tors remain faithful to the Confession 
of Faith of 1872. “French Protestantism 
is not ready to founder in a unity which 
is nothing but a victory for theological 
liberalism. 

“Then the Lutheran churches, very 
strong in Alsace, will have nothing to 
do with this fusion. It would involve 
the loss of their identity as a church. 
Also there are Baptist and Methodist 
churches which remain apart, and a good 
number of other assemblies working 
quietly, but with zeal and success, in 
the evangelization of France. 

“This aspiration for organic unity,” he 
asks, “is it truly and only spiritual? Is it 
desired of Him who is the Corner Stone 
of the Church? Doubtless the universal 
Church, the Bride of Christ, exists and has 
existed from all eternity in the thought 
of God. It is forming, across the centuries, 
of those who come from the East and 
the West, the North and the South, by 
the faithful preaching of the Gospel. 
But the Church in this sense has neither 
temples of stone nor priests, as a body 
apart, all members being temples of the 
Holy Spirit, all being kings and priests 
without distinction of sex or race or 
class, It does not have to strive after 
unity: this unity exists, absolute, final, 
and eternal, When Christ returns, and 
this should be soon, the Church will 
appear in all its divine beauty. It will 
be the body of Christ, the Eternal Eve of 
the Second Adam, 

“The apostolical letters and the letters 
written by the apostle John to the 
Seven Churches show clearly that the 
Lord had not wished that all local 
churches should form themselves, first 
into national churches, and then into 
one great world-church. Each has its 
own particular traits, each its privileges 
and responsibilities, each its liberty of 
action,” 

Qui se ressemble s’assemble! (English 
equivalent: “Birds of a feather flock to- 
gether.”) It is obvious that the assem- 
bling together of those who materially 
differ, as in the case of these French 
churches, will only lead to fresh divi- 
sions and heart-burnings. 


Contemporary Christian Biography.— 
The late H. Handley Bird, evangelist in 
India, was son of a Church of England 
clergyman, who left that church because 
of the Romanizing tendency of its higher 
clergy, and attached himself to George 
Miiller and the Brethren in Bristol. He 
was named after that other great saint, 
Bishop Moule, who once said to him, 
“Handley, I rejoice to hear of your con- 
version. I’ve prayed every Saturday for 
you since I became your god-father.” 

This conversion was an omen of what 
- was coming. His sister wrote at the 
time: “He got the housemaid and me 
up at 6 A. M. Sunday mornings to go 
to the seven o’clock knee-drill at the 
Salvation Army barracks. They had 
wonderful meetings with often a thou- 
sand present. Handley would lead the 
Salvationist processions with a drum.” 
His father sent him to Canada for rea- 
sons of health to learn farming. But 
he could not be held back from preach- 
_ing, and evangelized up and down the 
Northwest. Sometimes funds came to 
an end, and then he would hire himself 
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out as a farmhand. So he labored four 
years. 

In 1888 he went to India on faith, and 
during his long years of mission work 
was ever provided for. “The barrel of 
meal wasted not, neither did the cruse 
of oil fail.” He was an incessant street 
preacher, and a European woman who 
had seen him preaching confessed, in 
spite of her indifference to all such 
work, her great respect for him. She 
had watched him, the perspiration pour- 
ing down his face, with outstretched 
hand, Paul-like, proclaiming the un- 
searchable riches of Christ. After fifty 
years of strenuous labor for India he has 
now passed to his heavenly Home. 

How different the environment in 
which another saint was raised! Mr. 
Kamiyama, in a fit of anger, committed 
a crime which sent him to prison for 
life. After years of remorse he heard 





Religion a Weapon of 
Japanese Imperialism 








The Japanese seem bound to 
make of “religion’’ an agency of 
political conquest. They are an- 
nouncing that China’s degeneration 
is traceable to its neglect of ancestor 
worship and are reviving Confu- 
cianism in Manchuria. ‘They are 
flirting with Mohammedanism also. 
A new mosque has been opened in 
Tokyo, and high officials were pres- 
ent at the exercises. This is inter- 
preted as a bid for the support of 
the ten million Moslems living in 
Northwest China, over whose area 
come the war materials from Russia 
for the Chinese armies. If pro- 
Japanese governments could be or- 
ganized in West and Northwest 
China the Chinese government 
would be cut off from its informal 
ally. It is also rumored that the 
Japanese government has come to 
terms with the Vatican and that 
Romanism will soon be the only 
recognized form of Christianity in 
Japan. Rear-Admiral Yamamoto, 
a close friend of the Emperor and 
one of the foar Catholic members 
of the court, has been visiting 
Europe. He tells of the rapid 
growth of Roman Catholicism (20 
churches in Tokyo) and of his efforts 
for Catholic education in Japan. 











the Lord Jesus speak in the words, 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden.” He cried out, “I know 
not where you are or who you are, but 
if you can hear me have mercy on me 
a sinner.” Instantly he was born into 
the new life, and in two years his 
changed conduct brought pardon from 
the Emperor after twenty years of con- 
finement. As he passed out of prison 
he asked God to put him to work 
spreading the Word that had saved him. 
Now he is gone, after twenty-three 
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years of service. He had distributed 
some 630,000 copies of Scripture through 
Northern Japan. 


Brief Notes.—The British Broadcasting 
Corporation has for a long period been 
guided by Sir John Reith, son of the 
manse, to whom Great Britain owes 
much for its daily, midweek, and Sun- 
day evening services and religious talks. 
His successor is another minister’s son, 
F. W. Ogilvie, Professor of Political 
Economy in the University of Edin- 
burgh and elder in St. George’s West 
Church, Edinburgh. There is hardly a 
more influential position in the British 
Empire. ... The President of the Lenin- 
grad Soviet is reported to have ruled 
that in the case of air attacks no priest 
or pastor will be allowed to take refuge 
in shelter cellars. . . A government 
survey to determine the amount of 
water inthe Negeb, or 4,500 square miles 
of unoccupied territory lying south of 
Beersheba, is going on. The rainfall is 
still good, and it is hoped to add thereto 
from underground water veins. As this 
territory is two-thirds the size of Massa- 
chusetts and as there is no settled Arab 
population, it may make an opening for 
a very considerable Jewish immigration. 
In the late Byzantine period it contained 
six thriving towns and innumerable vil- 
lages. ... There is a distinct revival of 
the old Pietism of the Finland of the 
last century. Meetings are visited by 
thousands, and invitations are carried 
from farmhouse to farmhouse. The old 
Moravian hymns are sung again. The 
communion is often celebrated spon- 
taneously in meetings, and there -is a 
very flourishing work among young peo- 
ple. . . . The funeral mass of the late 
Cardinal Hayes was described by the 
press as “the last pleading of the Church 
for the soul of the Cardinal.” So little 
assurance of salvation does Romanism 
give. ... Of the Archbishops’ Report on 
Doctrine the eminent English Member 
of Parliament, George Lansbury writes: 
“It is astonishing that men, professedly 
honorable, many of them high digni- 
taries of the Church, can append their 
signatures to a document which refutes 
the fundamental beliefs of that body as 
laid down in the creeds and the Thirty- 
nine Articles.” . . . A commission has 
been at work in Germany to suggest re- 
visions of the old Luther Bible. It has 
completed a Probe-Testament, or trial 
Testament for examination, in which 
these revisions are embodied, and has 
issued an edition of 20,000 for German 
Christians to read and consider. This 
edition has been immediately sold out, 
an indication of the interest which the 
Bible has for multitudes in Germany to- 
day. ... In spite of the attack on the 
old Testament, so violent in present-day 
Germany, the sale of Bibles and Bible 
portions has never been so great as to- 
day,—a million annually in the last six 
years. ... The Spanish Government has 
ordered that all children having names 
of Communist character be renamed. 


_And the German Ministry of the Inte- 


rior has drawn up a list of 185 male 
names and 91 names for women which 
must be used by Jews in naming new- 
born babies. They are so Jewish as to 
differentiate forever their bearers from 
Gentiles. 
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How much do the scholars remember 
of the Fourth Quarter's lessons ? 








Reviewing the Ten Commandments 


By Geneva F. Walters, M.S. 














Quotations of Scripture 
For Young People and Adults 


Directions: Give the name of the per- 
sons making the following statements. 


1. “Which is the first commandment of 


all?” 

2. “Thou shalt have no other gods be- 
fore me.” 

3. “Thou art not far from the kingdom 
of God.” 

4. “Sir, I perceive that thou art a 
prophet.” 

5. “Break off the golden earrings, ... 
and bring them unto me.” 

6. “God is a Spirit.” 


7. “There are six days in which men 
ought to work: in them therefore 
come and be healed, and not on 
the sabbath day.” 


8. “Out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaketh.” 
9. “Behold, thy father and I have 


sought thee sorrowing.” 


10. “Half of my goods I give to the 
poor.” 


ii. “Godliness with contentment is great 
gain.” 


12. “A new commandment I give unto 
you, That ye love one another.” 


13. “Where is he that is born King of 
the Jews?” 


14. “Go and search diligently for the 
young child.” 


ANSWERS 


. Scribe (Mark 12:28). 

. God (Exod. 20:3). 

Lord Jesus (Mark i2:34). 
Woman of Samaria (John 4:19). 
Aaron (Exod. 32:2). 

The Lord Jesus (John 4:24). 

. Ruler of synagogue (Luke 13:14). 
. Lord Jesus (Matt. 12:34). 

. Mother of the Lord Jesus (Luke 2:48). 
10. Zacchzeus (Luke 19:8). 

11. Paul (1 Tim. 6:6). 

12. Lord Jesus (John 13:34). 

13. Wise men (Matt. 2:2). 

14. Herod (Matt. 2:8). 


Single Choice 
For Intermediates and Seniors 

Directions: Underscore the phrase 

that best completes the meaning of the 

sentence. 

1. While Moses was up in the mount, 
the people of Israel (worshiped 
God, brought their gold for an 
idol, moved their camp). 

2. (The Sadducees, a ruler of the syna- 
gogue, the disciples) criticized the 
Lord Jesus for healing a woman 
on the Sabbath. 

3. (One of the scribes, the woman at 
a well in Samaria, Zacchzus) 
asked the Lord Jesus which was 
the first commandment of all. 

4. The Lord Jesus said God must be 
worshiped (in Jerusalem, in the 
mountains, in spirit and in truth). 

5. When Zacchzeus met the Lord Jesus, 


© IT OP LON 


he (was healed of an infirmity, 
asked where he should worship, 
offered to give half of his goods 
to the poor). 


6. At the time of his crucifixion the 
Lord Jesus asked (a brother, Paul, 
John) to care for his mother. 


7. After talking with the doctors in 
the Temple, the Lord Jesus (be- 
gan his preaching, returned to 
Nazareth, was baptized). 


8. (Obligations to one’s parents, loving 
God, duty to one’s country) is the 
first responsibility of man. 


9. The Lord Jesus’ teachings were (an 
eye for an eye, go with him twain, 
thou shalt not kill). 


10. A group of little children were 
brought to Christ for (blessing, 
healing, baptizing). 

11. In his teaching about covetousness, 
the Lord Jesus told about (a 
sower, the rich young ruler, a 
man with a big harvest). 


12. The wise men did not return to 
Herod because of the leading of 
(an angel, a dream, the star). 


ANSWERS 

1. Exod. 32:7, 8. 7. Luke 2:46, 51. 

2. Luke 13:14. 8. Mark 12:29, 30. 

3. Mark 12:28. 9. Matt. 5:41. 

4. John 4:24. 10. Mark 10:13. 

5. Luke 19:8. 11. Luke 12:16. 

6. John 19:26, 27. 12. Matt. 2:12. 
Matching 


For Intermediates and Seniors 


Drmeections: At the left of the left- 
hand column place the number of the 
phrase that best describes the name in 
the left-hand column. 


1. Zacchzeus 1, of 


Birthplace 
Christ. 

Brought to the 
Lord Jesus to 
be blessed. 

City in which 
the Temple 
was located. 

Lead the Chil- 
dren of Israel 
to worship an 
idol. 

Prophet. 

Disciple who 
cared for the 
Lord Jesus’ 
mother after 
the crucifix- 
ion. 

Mother of the 
Lord Jesus. 
Asked which 

was the first 
command- 
ment. 
Climbed a tree 
to see Christ. 
King when the 
Lord Jesus 
was born. 


2. Mary 2. 


3. Herod 3. 


4, Wise men 4, 


5. Bethlehem 5. 
6. Jerusalem 6. 


7. Little children 3 


8. Moses 8. 


9. Isaiah 9. 


10. John 10. 


11. 


12. 


_ 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 
15. 


16. 
17. 


18. 


19. 


OOIH PWN 


December 10, 1938 


Scribe 11. Worshiped the 
baby Lord 
Jesus. 

12. Hebrew leader 


and lawgiver. 


Aaron 


ANSWERS 
(9) Luke 19:2, 4. 
(7) Matt. 2:11. 
C3Q)s °° - - Sed. 
CA: Beas a 
Ch) 2 eee 
(3) Luke 2:41, 42, 46. 
. (2) Mark 10:13. 
. (12) Exod. 19:20, 21, 25; 20:1. 
. (5) Isaiah 1:1. 
. (6) John 19:26, 27. 
. (8) Mark 12:28. 
. (4) Exod. 32:2-6. 


Brief Answer 
For Juniors and Intermediates 
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Ne 


. What did the Lord Jesus say was 


the first commandment? 


. What did the Lord Jesus give as the 


second commandment? 


. Who received the Ten Command- 


ments from God for his people? 


. What did Aaron make for the peo- 


ple to worship? 


. By what did the Lord Jesus say: a 


tree is known? 


Why was the Lord Jesus criticized 


in the synagogue on the Sabbath 
day? 


. How should the Sabbath day be 


kept? 


. What did the writer of Ecclesiastes 


say of the pleasures he tried? 


. Whom does the Fifth Commandment 


bid us honor? 


Where was the Lord Jesus found 
after his parents lost him? 


What. did the Lord Jesus teach his 
followers to do about their ene- 
mies? 

Whom were brought to Christ to be 
blessed? 

Who offered to restore fourfold that 
which he had wrongfully taken? 


Who were cast out of the Temple? 


What did the Lord Jesus say came 
from the heart? 


What did Paul teach was great gain? 


For whom did a certain rich man lay 
up treasure? 


What was the new commandment 
given by the Lord Jesus? 


Who was king of the Jews at the 
time of the birth of Christ? 


What guided those who came from 
the east to worship the infant Sav- 
iour? - 

ANSWERS 

To love God (Mark 12:30). 

To love one’s neighbor (Mark 12:31). 

Moses (Exod. 19:20; 20:1). 

Golden calf (Exod. 32:4). 


. Fruit (Matt. 12:33). 

. For healing (Luke 13:14). 

. Holy (Exod. 20:8). 

. Vanity (Eccles. 2:11). 

. Fathers and mothers (Exod. 20:12). 
. Temple (Luke 2:46). 

. Love them (Matt. 5:44). 

. Young children (Mark 10:13). 

. Zacchzeus (Luke 19:8). 

. Buyers and sellers (Luke 19:45). 

. Evil thoughts (Matt. 15:19). 

. Godliness with contentment (1 Tim. 6:6). 
. Himself (Luke 12:19, 21). 

. Love one another (John 13:34). 

. Herod (Matt. 2:1). 

. Star (Matt. 2: 9, “10). 
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Golden Text.—God so loved the world, that he 
perish, but 








LESSON 13. DECEMBER 25. GOD'S GREAT LOVE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 2: 1-12 


ave his only 
ve everlasti 


ing life.—John 3: 16 


Pea ee ae 


negation Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 


+ 














Kine JAMES WERSION 
Matt. 2:1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judza in 
the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from 
the east to Jerusalem, 


2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we 


have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. 

3 When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, 
and all Jerusalem with him. 

4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ 
should be born. 

5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judza: for thus 
it is written by the prophet, 

6 And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least 
among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Govere 
nor, that shall rule my people Israel. 

7 Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, en- 
quired of them diligently what time the star appeared. 

8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search 
diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, 
bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also. 

9 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the 
star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came 
and stood over where the young child was. 


‘ 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Matt. 2:1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judza 
in the days of Herod the king, behold, 1 Wise-men from the east 
came to Jerusalem saying, 2 ? Where is he that is born King of 
the Jews? for we saw his star in the east, and are come to 
Sworship him. 3 And when Herod the king heard it, he was 
troubled, and all. Jerusalem with him. 4 And gathering together 
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Christ should be born. 5 And they said unto 
him, In Bethlehem of Judza: for thus it is written through the 
prophet, 

6 *And thou Bethlehem, land of Judah, 

Art in no wise least among the princes of Judah: 

For out of thee shall come forth a governor, 

Who shall be shepherd of my people Israel. 

7 Then Herod privily called the 1 Wise-men, and learned of them 
exactly ®what time the star appeared. 8 And he sent them to 
Bethlehem, and said, Go and search out exactly concerning the 
young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word, that 
I also may come and * worship him. _9 And they, having heard 
the king, went their way; and lo, the star, which they saw in 
the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where 
the young child was. 10 And when they saw the star, they 
rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 11 And they came into the 
house and saw the young child with Mary his mother; and they 
fell down and worshipped him; and opening their treasures they 
offered unto him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And 
being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to 








10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great 


joy. 


11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the 
young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and wor- 
shipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they 
presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 

12 And being warned of God in a dream that they should not 
return to Herod, they departed into their own country another 


way. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


ACH recurring Christmastide gives 
E occasion to emphasize anew the 
wonderful story of the love of God 
that led him to send his only begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live 
through him. Christianity rests on three 
great pillars, the Incarnation, the Cru- 
cifixion, and the Resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Incarnation alone 
could not redeem sinful men. But apart 
from the incarnation there could be no 
propitiatory sacrifice that would avail 
to put away sin. God became man in 
order to die. We cannot, therefore, 
make too much of the mystery of the 
union of the human and the divine in 
him who was both Son of God and son of 
Mary. In him .we have the Daysman 
for whom the patriarch Job longed, one 
who can lay his hand upon both God 
and man (Job 9:33) because he com- 
bines the natures of both in one glorious 
Person. Bethlehem, Calvary, and the 
empty tomb, all alike should stir our 
souls and draw our hearts out to God in 
wonder, love, and praise. 


-The Historical Setting 


It seems unfortunate that we cannot 
say exactly when our blessed Lord was 
born in Bethlehem of Judea. Authori- 
ties still differ as to the exact year. We 
know, however, that it was not the be- 


Micah 5:2. 


Herod, they departed into their own country another way. 
1Gr., Magi. Compare Esther 1:13; Dan. 2:12; Acts 13:6, 8. 
2Or, Where is the King. of the Jews that is born? 
Greek word denotes an act of reverence whether_paid to a 
creature (see ch. 4:9; 18:26), or to the Creator (see ch. 4:10). 
5Or, the time of the star that appeared. 
The American Standard Version, 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
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and the International Uniform 


national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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ginning of the common reckoning, but 
from one to four years earlier. As to 
the day and month, that, too, is hidden 
in obscurity. December 25 was a pagan 
holiday and was early accepted as the 
birthday of Christ, but without any posi- 
tive proof. 


Verse by Verse 


Matt. 2:1—“Wise men from the east.” 
We know neither the number nor the 
names of these men, though. tradition 
makes them three and professes to list 
them by name. They were evidently 
pious Gentiles who had cherished the 
prophecies made through Balaam and 
possibly through Daniel. It is Herod 
the Great who is here referred to. 

Verse 2.—“His star in the east.” Pos- 
sibly they had in mind Numbers 24:17, 
and a new and brilliant star indicated 
to them the fulfillment of this early pre- 
diction. 

Verse 3.—“Herod .. . was troubled, and 
all Jerusalem with him.” While pro- 
fessedly waiting for the promised Mes- 
siah, the intimation of his birth filled 
them with fear and distress, as it indi- 
cated an end of all their vested rights 
and a setting aside of their own pro- 
grams. 

Verse 4—“Where Christ should be 
born.” It.was a reasonable request that 
Herod made when he demanded of the 
scribes that they tell him what the 
Scriptures indicated as to the birthplace 
of the Anointed One. 


Verses 5 and 6.—“Bethlehem, in the 


land of Juda.” Familiar with their 
Bibles, they could turn at once to Micah 
5:2, which distinctly foretold the birth 
of the “ruler in Israel” in the city of 
Bethlehem. from which David came so 
long before, to whom God had promised 
an unending Kingdom. By turning to 
the Old Testament passage it will be 
seen that the deity of Messiah is also 
there predicted, his “goings forth have 
been from... everlasting.” 


Verse 7.—“What time the star ap- 
peared.” Herod had his own selfish rea- 
sons for endeavoring to learn just when 
the star appeared, as that would presum- 
ably indicate the age of the child who 
was to become king of the Jews. He 
would thwart the divine plan if he pos- 
sibly could, by finding and destroying 
the babe. 


Verse 8—“Bring me word again.” 
Perfidiously, Herod instructed the wise 
men to go to Bethlehem, locate the child 
if they were able to do so, and -bring 
word back to him. He pretended a pious 
desire to join in worshiping him. 


Verse 9—“Where the young child 
was.” The mysterious star appeared 
again and guided them to the place 
where Mary and Joseph now abode, with. 
the wondrous Babe, born to rule not 
Israel only, but the universe. 


Verse 10—“They rejoiced.” How 
marked the contrast between the joy of 
these Gentiles and the fears of the 
leaders of the Jews, who were about 
to fulfill their own Scriptures in reject- 
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ing the One whom God had sent to be 
their Deliverer ! 


Verse 11.—“When they were come into 
the house.” Artists generally depict the 
wise men as adoring the child in the 
stable, but it is clear from this Scripture 
that Mary and Joseph now dwelt in a 
house, and there the visitors from the 
East found them, and presented their 
gifts to the Holy Babe. 


Verse 12—“‘Warned of God in a 
dream.” Often God has spoken in 
dreams, and in this way he indicated his 
will that the travelers should not return 
to blood-thirsty Herod at Jerusalem, but 
go back to their own homes another 
way. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It is all-important that we realize that 
nothing will take the place of personal 
faith in and subjection to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Acquaintance with Scripture 
that does not control our lives will only 
add to our condemnation, rather than 
prove a means of salvation. Herod and 
the scribes knew what the prophets had 
predicted concerning the coming of the 
Messiah, but they had no room for him 
in their hearts. On the other hand, his 
birth meant so much to the wise men 
that they took a long journey to seek for 
him and to pour out their treasures at 
his feet. His star not only showed the 
way to Christ, but it was the cause of 
their deep rejoicing, for they recognized 
it as the messenger of God leading them 
to him whom they received in faith as 
earth’s rightful king and whom they 
worshiped with adoring love. To “keep 
Christmas” while refusing heart-alle- 
giance to the One who was born to re- 
veal the Father and to make propitia- 
tion for sins is but a sham and a 
mockery. 


Lesson Outlines 
PREDICTION AND FULFILLMENT 
The Promise of the Seed of the Woman 
Gen. 3:15 


To come through Abraham (Gen. 22: 
18) 


To be virgin born (Isa. 7:14) 
To be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) 
To sit on David’s throne (Psa. 89:3, 
4, 36) 
His coming: announced by Gabriel 
(Luke 1:35) 
Born of the Virgin Mary (Luke 2:7) 
JOHN 3:16 
Salvation Plainly Taught 
God loved 
God gave 
Whosoever believes 
Shall have 


THE GOSPEL iN MINIATURE 
Infinite love 
A transcendant gift 
An all-embrasive proclamation 
Personal faith 
The present possession of eter- 
nal life 
Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Myths galore have been linked with 
the simple story of Matthew 2:1, 2. We 
read nothing of “Three Kings of the 
Orient,” nor of the visit of the Magi to 
the manger in the stable, nor representa- 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
13. December 25.—God’s Great Love. 
Matthew 2:1-12 
First Quarter, 1939 
. January 1.—Peter Called to Serve. 
John 1:35-42; Luke 5:1-11 
2. January 8.—Peter Commended and 
PROWUNOE oi dtie dives v.e0.300 Matthew 16:13-25 
3. January 15.—Peter Sees Christ’s Glory. 
Matthew 17:1-18; 2 Peter 1:16-18 
4, January 22.—Peter Denies His Lord. 
Luke 22:31-34, 54-62 
5. January 29.—Peter Declares His Love. 
John 21:11-19 


— 


6. February 5.—Peter Preaches at Pente- 

Me reer ere ee oe Acts 2:5-18, 36-41 
7. February 12.—Peter Heals a Lame 

, SE cer re Acts 3:1 to 4:22 


8. February 19.—Beverage Alcohol and 
Its Social Perils (A social aspect of 
the liquor problem). 
Amos 6:1-6; 1 Peter 2:11, 12; 4:1-5 








tives from Mesopotamia, Arabia, and 
Egypt coming to welcome the infant 
Jesus. The plain statement is that there 
came wise men from the East. Arabia 
is south and Egypt southwest of Jeru- 


salem. The Magi (which just means 


“The Wise”) came from some land be- 
yond the Jordan, and as to their num- 
ber, there is no means of knowing. Let 
us not add to Scripture, but accept with 
reverence what God has revealed. 

If it had been of any real importance, 
the Holy Spirit would have told us the 
exact date of Christ’s birth. But it is 
not for believers in this dispensation of 
grace to be occupied with “days, and 
months, and times, and years” (Gal. 4: 
10). We have what is of much greater 
importance. God would have us to be 
taken up with the glorious person of the 
Son who became man in order to re- 
deem us from our sins. To “Keep Christ- 
mas” as though it were a divinely or- 
dained religious festival is to add to 
what has been revealed and, in spirit, 
to go back into legality. To recognize 
it as an opportunity to focus attention 
on the wonderful truth of the incarna- 
tion is quite in keeping with our calling. 

The virgin birth of Jesus is a revealed 
truth, the importance of which no one 
can properly appraise. Upon this fact 
hangs the whole plan of redemption. It 
tells us that God entered into human 
conditions, became man without ceasing 
to be God, took our flesh and blood apart 
from sin, in order that he might by 
himself effect purgation of sins by dying 
upon the cross. With the denial of the 
virgin birth goes the denial of the true 
vicarious atonement of Christ. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Have we received the Son, whom God 
gave for the redemption of mankind? 

Shov!d not the earnestness and devo- 
tion of the wise men from the East put 
us to shaine to whom so much fuller and 
clearer a revelation has been given? 


Are we in danger of being content to 
know the letter of Scripture, while we 
fail to make room in our hearts for the 
Christ it reveals? 


Can you think of anything more in- 
congruous than keeping Christmas while 
rejecting the Christ whose coming we 
commemorate? 
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What can be more obnoxious to God 
than the reckless and frivolous manner 
in which millions of unrepentant people 
celebrate Christmas day? 


As we meditate upon God’s supreme 
gift to mankind, ought not our hearts 
to be lifted up in adoring gratitude and 
sincere thanksgiving? 

Do we think of Christmas as a time to 
receive gifts from others, or do we seek 
to be like him who said, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive”? 


Are we making much of the Manger 
of Bethlehem, while we treat with indif- 
ference the Cross of Calvary, apart from 
which the incarnation could be of no 
avail to save lost sinners? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Bethlehem means “the House of 
Bread,” and truly answered to its name 
when he who is the “Bread of Life” was 
born there. 


Jesus was born “King of the Jews,” 
but he has not yet taken the throne of 
David, but will be recognized as King 
when he comes again. 


The chief priests and scribes were so 
well versed in the knowledge of the 
Scriptures that they could turn at once 
to the passage that told where Christ 
was to be born, but they had no place 
in their own hearts for the one of whom 
the prophets spake. 

Knowledge of the Bible will not save 
anyone, unless there be personal ac- 
quaintance, by faith, with the Saviour 
whom it reavels. 

Note that in Micah’s prophecy we are 
told, His “goings forth are from of old, 
from everlasting,” which is a declaration 
of the deity of the one born in Bethle- 
hem. 


The gifts of the wise men were most 
suitable, and very significant, for gold 
speaks of the divine glory, frankincense 
of the moral perfections of Christ’s hu- 
manity, and myrrh of the death he was 
to die. 

God loved the world so much he gave 
his Son to die for man’s redemption, but 
he loves his Son so much he will have 
no one in Heaven who does not trust 
him as Saviour, and honor him as Lord. 

CHICAGO. 

we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
HO was Herod, the king, and by what 
authority did he rule Israel? 


2. What great ancestor of Jesus lived in 
Bethlehem, and what promise did God make 
to him? 

3. Why was Herod so troubled when he 
heard of the birth of the King? 


4. What prophet predicted where Christ 
was to be born, and when did he live? 


5. Has Jesus ever ruled the people of Is- 
rael; if not, how can Micah’s prophecy refer 
to him? 

6. What instruction did Herod give the 
wise men? 


7. To what place were the visitors guided 
by the star? 


8. What was their attitude to the child 
Jesus? 


9. Why did they not return to Herod? 
10. How may we best celebrate Christmas? 


Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 913 of this issue. 


Lesson for December 25 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
in the midst of the Christmas joys we do 
pray that we may not forget the supreme joy 
that gives rise to all the rest. May the angels’ 
song ring in our hearts, and may we in very 
truth praise God with hearts and voices for 
the good tidings of great joy. What shall 
we say to this marvelous gift of our heavenly 
Father? How may we express before thee 
thanksgiving for thy saving power, and the 


coming of our blessed Saviour to earth! If . 


any of us have had any shadow of doubt 
upon our belief in the love of God for us, 
or the perfect truth of: his Word, may we 
enter without any reservation into that “who- 
soever believeth” in “his only begotten Son,” 
wherein is everlasting life. We ask this in 
his precious name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—A Happy Christmas 
to you all! Yes, and better than that, a 
truly joyous Christmas to you, for hap- 
piness is an uncertain thing, dependent 
upon circumstances, but joy goes as deep 
as the depths of God’s love in your heart. 
I wish you thereforé a deeply joyous 
Christmas, holding before you God’s 
great love. Last Sunday we considered 
Christ’s new commandment, “That ye 
love one another; as I have loved you, 
that ye also love one another.” Today 
we are thinking of the marvel of the 
love of God, who did what for this needy 
world? Yes, of course we know John 
3:16, and the first three words of that 
text, “God so loved,” explains the rest of 
it, and why we can have such joy at this 
Christmastime, and at all times. Are you 
thankful enough today for your salvation? 
Can you think of anything greater that 
God has given to you than that? In this 
salvation rests not only life, but ever- 
lasting life. There, indeed, is the good 
news, and God’s great Gift. I wonder 
how you are responding to that Gift. 
Let us ask God to make us rightly re- 
sponsive in life and work day by day. 
Let us pray. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Perpetual Youth.—Go and search... 
for the young child (Matt. 2:8). As TI 
take up this lesson to write on the birth- 
day of our Lord it so happens I am cele- 
brating my own birthday. It is my 
eightieth. 

All the men’s Bible classes in Coates- 
ville have come to meet with the Iron 
Rosers. Each class had a spokesman. 
I had Tom Sawyer’s unique experience 
of attending my own funeral. Friends 
in Philadelphia and Coatesville have 
filled my home with great baskets of 
flowers. 


At the church where I have the Iron 


‘Rose Class, I, “the corpse,” sat and had 


the sweet words of honey and molasses 
poured all over me, with Dr. Wilbur 
Smith giving the final douse. 

I was down for an address, “The Re- 
ward of a Half Century of Service for 
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Christ,” but I never made it. I simply 
picked up my straw hat and, trying it 
on, remarked, “Well, fellows, you see 
she still fits !” 

As a souvenir of the occasion I took 
one of my oldest booklets and had a 
special cover made for it. I gave ita 
new name, “The How and the Why of 
the Sure Way Up.” Under my picture 
were these words, “1856. Peter Pan 
Birthday Edition. 1936.” 

Peter Pan is the boy who never grew 
up. Here is what I told the hundreds 
of men present. “The only thing about 
me that I can order and control is my 
Soul. That which is Me, William H. 
Ridgway. So I said to my Soul, ‘You 
will keep forever a young child, for 
Jesus has said, “Except ye ... become 
as little children, ye shall not enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven”’ (Matt. 18:3; 
Mark 10:14). 

“The ‘corpus’ or trunk in which my 
soul, which is me, is for the time being 
domiciled can have ail sorts of things 
happen to it, which I cannot prevent. It 
is like the old leather trunk in the gar- 
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ret that holds the wedding dress with its 
old lace and lavender. It may lose the~ 
hair upon it, the, hinges may »be rustéd 
and stiff, there maybe many a. dent in 
it, but the wedding dress never gets 
old.” 

“The bride wore her mother’s wedding 
dress, with all its fine old lace,” says 
the newspaper. 

So my soul is clothed with Christ’s 
righteousness as with a wedding gar- 
ment (Matt. 22:12; Rom. 13:14). 


Stars and Stars.—When they saw the 
star, they rejoiced (v. 10). There is 
something absorbing and fascinating in 
watching the heavens on a perfect star- 
gazing night. 

I am thrilled when I look up into the 
starry firmament and, selecting a little 
spot of light up near the Milky Way, 
imagine some history for it. 

Like as not that star is a sun or planet 
which is so far away that although he 
blew up and went to pieces years and 
years ago his (we call one star Mars 
and another Venus) or her light is still 
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though he be 
not far from 
every one of us: 











Pas Acts. 17:27. 








Many of Dr. Pace’s cartoons, covering a wide range of topics and with appropriate messages 

by such Christian leaders as H. A. Ironside, W. E. Biederwolf, W. R. Newell, and others, are 

now available in tract form, and may be purchased from the Gospel Truth Poster Service, Box 

388, Findlay, Ohio. A packet of sample tracts, containing nearly a hundred varieties, will be 
sent to any address upon receipt of 25 cents. 
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coming in at the speed of 186,300 miles 
a second. 

Speaking of stars, the astronomers tell 
us there is one out there called Antares 
(Alpha Scorpii) which is 400,000,000 
miles in diameter. Over four times the 
distance from the earth to the sun! 
Heaven could be out there somewhere, 
don’t you think? 

If you are in Philadelphia, Chicago, 
New York City, or Los Angeles, where 
they have the wonderful planetarium, 
they will show you overhead the glories 
of the heavens for any period of time 
—even at the time of the visit of the 
Magi. 

Here is what I am now asking you: 
If mere man can work out a thing like 
the planetarium, how easily God could 
provide a star for the guidance of the 
wise men. God made the “Machine,” 
didn’t he? At any rate, there it is, and 
if you think this great universe just hap- 
pened without any Great Planner, you 
are entitled to be crowned as King of 
the Boobs. (Psa. 19:1; Isa. 40:22.) 

My library is upstairs and opens out 
on an uncovered porch which faces 
south. I have a comfortable rattan 
rocker. I like to sit and watch the 
heavens that arch our valley with its 
starry canopy. As I see the stars I al- 
ways think of Polk Miller’s old colored 
mammy who told him when a little fel- 
ler, “Dem’s God’s eyes er lookin’ down 
ter see ef little Polky is a bein’ good.” 

Every night a bright “star” goes shoot- 
ing across from the northwest. It is the 
Air Mail on its way to Philadelphia. I 
always put up a little prayer for a safe 
landing for the present-day “Lindbergh.” 

My boy. if mere man can take bad 
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smelling stuff out of the ground and 
get power from it to conquer gravity, in 
spite of Sir Isaac Newton— why have 
doubts about who made the stars and set 
them traveling in their orbits with per- 
fect accuracy? 


John Ruskin Speaks.—And being 
warned of God in a dream... they de- 
parted ... another way (v. 12). I ex- 
pect this can be said to be the first per- 
sonally conducted tour of Heaven. Later 
there was one to Egypt and return. The 
Post Office Department used to have 
what they called “Star Routes”! We 
also see something of the parcel post 
sort. Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh. 

This probably suggested the Christ- 
mas gift custom in which so many of 
us have been engaged in the last few 
weeks. And in the doing of which we 
have again proved the truth of the 
words of the Lord Jesus, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 
20:35). 

On December 23, 1871, as John Ruskin, 
an only child, sat by the body of his 
beloved mother he wrote a remarkable 
letter to “My Friends.” It is the twelfth 
chapter of his “Fors Clavigera.” I al- 
ways read it every Christmas because I 
like it a lot. The same chapter also 
tells how to raise your boy. 

“This story of the nativity relates 
either a fact full of power, or a dream 
full of meaning. 

“It is at least, not a cunningly devised 
fable, but the record of an impression 
made by some strange spiritual cause 
on the minds ef the human race, at the 
most critical period of their existence.” 

Then, this one of the greatest intellects 
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England has ever produced, asks the 
question, “What then, let me ask you, 
is its truth to you?” 

“The Child for whose birth you are 
rejoicing was born, you are told, to save 
His people from their sins; but I have 
never noticed that you were particularly 
conscious of any sins to be saved from.” 

I have given this quotation because it 
has proved a great help to me. “A cun- 
ningly devised fable,” as the atheists 
would tell us, this great scholar informs 
us the Nativity certainly was not. 

And so, “The same 2 U,” is the Best 
Wish of this Old Corner. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
ve 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and _ reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of ie for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly ving to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
es three months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


. In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 
The Physician.—For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life (Golden Text). Many hearts were 
touched by an Associated Press dispatch 
on the front page of newspapers re- 
cently, telling of a seventy-two-year-old 
country doctor of Cedarville, W. Va., 
Dr. James Henry Chapman, who had 
saddled his horse on a Saturday night 
and ridden out into the hills to answer 
a sick call. He rode into a heavy hail 
storm, tied his horse, and tried to go 
ahead on foot. The next day forty mem- 
bers of the United Brethren Church, of 
which Dr. Chapman was a lay reader, 
left their Sunday services to search for 
their friend, and found his briar- 
scratched body in the woods, where he 
had fallen over a cliff a few hundred 
feet from where his horse was tied. Dr. 
Chapman must have been a beloved 
physician indeed, as was the “Doctor of 
the Old School” of whom Ian Maclaren 
told in his never-to-be-forgotten story. 
Luke also was a “beloved physician” 
(Col. 4:14). And there is another Physi- 
cian, more wonderful and more beloved 
even than any of these. Dr. Chapman 
lost his life accidentally, trying to reach 
a sick person who needed him.~ The 
Great Physician laid down his life, not 
accidentally but voluntarily and of his 
own set purpose, in order to reach sin- 
sick and death-doomed souls whom he 
could save in no other way.—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Alice L. 
Cary, Dayton, Ohio. Prize illustration. 


The Meaning of the Gospel.—God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son (Golden Text). A young 
man came to our congregation who was 
an organist in one of the theaters in 
the city. After the service he played 
some hymns on the organ, and I asked 
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Lesson for December 25 


him if he were a Christian. He an- 
swered, “I read the Bible, but I do not 
love God. Everything that God says for 
me to do, I do not get any pleasure out 
of, and the very things that God forbids 
are the very things I delight to do, and 
I just cannot love God.” I said, “You 
have been reading it wrong. God never 
wrote a book just to tell you what he 
wanted you to do. He has done some- 
thing for you, and he wants you to know 
it. Will you go home and read God’s 
Word, starting with the Gospel of John? 


‘Do not read-it just to find something you 


are to do or not to do, but to find out 
what God has done for you.” He came 
back to the service in two weeks, and 
as he came down the aisle with a shin- 
ing face, his first words were, “Isn’t God 
wonderful?” When he saw the love of 
God, he gave his life to Christ and be- 
came active in Christian service.—From 
Moody Monthly (condensed). Sent by 
Lucille King, Orrville, Ohio. 


Salvation Never Enforced.—Whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life (Golden Text). 
The story is told that one day while a 
ferry boat was crossing San Francisco 
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Bay, a man jumped off the boat into the 
water. A cry went up from those who 
saw him, and at once a rope was thrown 
to him by a deck hand. It fell almost 
around him, but he caught it and threw 
it away from him. The boat had been 
stopped, and again the man threw the 
rope, and again the man in the water 
threw it away from him. A lifeboat was 
let down, but before it could reach the 
man, he dived under the ferry boat, 
was drowned, and never came up again. 
He didn’t die because nobody tried to 
save him, for he could. have been saved 
just by hanging on to the rope he threw 
away. Jesus died for every one, he 
wants to save every one, but a lot of 
people’ are just like that man in the 
water. They refuse to be saved.—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
F. B. Southard, Portland, Oreg. 


The Miracle of Prophecy.—Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem of Judawa (Matt. 2: 
1). Dr. A. T. Pierson once finely said: 
“Messiah must have a birthplace. Three 
continents, Europe, Asia, and Africa, 
were known to the ancient world; Asia 
was chosen. But Asia has many coun- 
tries —one of them is indicated, a little 
country, known as the Land of Promise, 
Palestine or Syria. Here were three dis- 
tricts, Judzea, Galilee, Samaria. It is 
Judza that is the elect one. But here 
again are many villages. Out of these 
thousands the favored one is little Beth- 
lehem. To make prediction more def- 
inite and certain, it is Bethlehem in 
the Land of Judah. The prophet puts 
his finger on one obscure village on the 
map of the world, but he speaks infal- 
libly, for the omniscient God was behind 
his utterance."—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. M. B. Tay- 
lor, Toronto, Can. 


A Rich Language?—They saw the 
young child with Mary his mother (v. 
11b). I was listening to a lecture by a 
learned doctor in Bagdad. He was prais- 
ing the richness of the Arabic language. 
A lady missionary sat next to me. She 
leaned toward me and whispered, “Yes, 
there are two hundred words for ‘sword’ 
in Arabic, but no word for ‘home.’”— 
From the Presbyterian. Sent by Chris- 
tine Gilliland, Ripley, Ohio. 


Our Best Gift to Him.—They presented 
unto him gifts (v. 11d). In “Today in 
My Vineyard,” the annual report of the 
Open Air Mission, a British soldier 
writes: “I gave my heart to Jesus at 
your Halton Park Mission Hut twenty 
years ago last February. . . I forget all 
about the sermon, but I still remember 
the last hymn — ‘Alas, and did my Sav- 
iour bleed.’ And when we came to the 
last verse, 


But drops of grief can ne’er repay 
The debt of love I owe. 

Here, Lord, I give myself away — 
‘Tis all that I can do. 


The missioner asked all who could sing 
that in sincerity and truth to stand up 
whiie others remained seated. I stood 
up, and my heart went with the words, 
and I was born again. And I am giad 
to tell you that I am still rejoicing in 
him, my Saviour and Friend.”—Sent by 


Miss E. Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: ‘Merry Christmas !” 
Discussion: What is the best way to 
celebrate this anniversary? 
Objective: “Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my breth- 


ren, ye have done it unto me” (Matt. 
25:40). 











AY, fellows, what kind of “Merry 

Christmas” are you expressing on 
this most universal of holidays? Is it 
the Christmas card stereotyped greeting, 
or is it something that has life and love 
in it, and quickens the heartbeat of 
somebody? I am not saying anything 
against Christmas cards, for they enable 
you to reach many whom you could not 
otherwise touch; but are you satisfied 
with that? Even while I write this, in 
October, the printers are manufacturing 
your Christmas greetings. They work 
out the sentiment and the design. They 
say it for you. You just put up a few 
cents, address and mail, and that’s that 
—until next Christmas. Or did you 
write a little personal word on it, just 
to show that something was coming out 
of your own heart — something that had 
a flavor of real love in it? 

As I look back on Christmas days past, 
the ones I recall with most satisfaction 
are not those on which I merely took 
a recess from work and spent the day 
in idleness and eating feasts and dain- 
ties somebody had worked hard to pre- 
pare; but the ones I like to remember 
are those in which I made a sacrifice to 
give real happiness to others. I confess 
they are all too few, and the gifts all 
too scanty, but they bulk up in pleasant 
recollection all out of proportion to the 
investment. 

The only way, fellows, to get a true 
conception of what Christmas is for, and 
the best way to celebrate its meaning, is 
to go back to the Source of it all and 
catch the real spirit of it. It is not at 
Bethlehem most particularly, though of 
course Bethlehem has much to do with 
it. We celebrate Washington’s birthday, 
but it is not simply because one Febru- 
ary morning it was announced a little 
boy was born to Mr. and Mrs. Washing- 
ton, and his name was George. We cele- 
brate it because later there was Valley 
Forge and a great General leading the 
Revolutionary armies to victory, which 
meant our national and personal liberty. 

Just so, in order to catch the true 
spirit of Christmas we must move along 
thirty-three years from Bethlehem and 
see our Lord Jesus outside the gates of 
Jerusalem on Calvary voluntarily giv- 
ing his life and shedding his precious 
blood that you and I might not perish 
but have everlasting life. 

On Calvary Jesus Christ gave up his 
life that we might have as a Gift the 
most precious thing that anyone can 
ever have — that is salvation, with eter- 
nal life. That is what gives the deepest 
and most joyous significance to Christ- 
mas. And the nearer you can come to 
doing what our Lord did—the more 
through personal sacrifice you can do 
for the happiness of others — the greater 
will be your Christmas satisfactions. 
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Make it a point this day to enhance the 
joy of somebody else. No matter who 
you are, nor how small your circle of 
acquaintances, there is some one, if you 
will really search, to whom you can 
bring an extra heartbeat of pleasure. 
Maybe that one is your own mother, or 
some member of the family, or it may 
be some one passing in the street. You 
try it. Say to yourself: “In the name 
of Jesus Christ who died for me, and 
whose birth I celebrate today, I do this 
for that one.” And when Christmas has 
passed and you go back again into the 
everyday routine, the spirit of that act 
will make it the event of this Christmas 
which you will remember with the 
greatest satisfaction. 


DELAWARE WATER GaP, PA. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E, Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To bring to the girls a deep ap- 
preciation of Christ’s birthday. 


Activity—As all the excitement and 
activity of the Christmas season is near- 
ing its close, it would be well to pause 
with the girls for a period of praise. If 
visitors are present this morning who may 
not be personally acquainted with Christ, 
seek to direct their vision to him as Sav- 
iour. During the week the girls may ex- 
press their adoration of the Saviour 
through original verse. 


Memory Verse.—‘‘Fear not: for, behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 
2:10b, 11). 











IRLS, today the world seems to be 

overflowing with happiness. Peo- 
ple are wishing one another “Merry 
Christmas.” Families are gathering for 
reunions. Friendships are. demonstrated 
by lovely gifts and gracious kindnesses. 
Everywhere folk are practicing the es- 
sence of our lesson of last Sunday. How? 
They are serving and loving their neigh- 
bors. 

“Wouldn’t it be grand if we could 
have Christmas all year long?” a gay, 
young person. once declared. 

“Oh, no,” quickly came the reply, “the 
physical and financial strain would be 
too great.” 

It may be true that we could not en- 
dure “too much Christmas”; yet, unless 
we have caught a vision of something 
that lies beyond the almost ceaseless 
holiday activity, something which is 
permanently refreshing and sustaining, 
Christmas to us will have been useless 
and vain. No, we would not wish the 
spirit of Christmas to continue through- 
out the year, but, oh, how earnestly we 
would desire that the Spirit of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, whose birth we celebrate, 
might possess us completely, and that 
we might know for a certainty that 
Christ “is our life” (Col. 3:4). 

What is the meaning of Christmas? 
This question has been asked and an- 
swered many times before, but today 
let us discover an answer for ourselves. 
The girls might discuss some of the 
phases of Christmas which interest the 
group. To what extent is Christmas a 
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time for commercial profits, for unusual 
goodwill and friendship, for the giving 
and receiving of gifts, for the commemo- 
ration of the birthday of the King, or a 
time when the Lord grows increasingly 
attractive to each one personally? 


What did the first Christmas mean to 
the wise men? A star, a prophecy, and 
a journey had a part in shaping their 
destinies. God had said through his 
prophet Isaiah that these wise men 
would seek the child Jesus. Look at 
Isaiah 60:3: “The Gentiles shall come 
to thy light, and kings to the bright- 
ness of thy rising.” The magi, we are 
not toid how many there were, had to 
follow the star because God had de- 
clared that they would do so. 

These men traveled from Eastern 
countries all the way to Jerusalem to 
see the child King and worship him. 
Through God’s Spirit they realized that 
this Kixz would be no ordinary mon- 
arch, and that through him they would 
find the solution to all the riddles that 
had puzzled them. But more to be de- 
sired than mental satisfaction was the 
permanent refreshing and peace which 
this King would bring to their souls. 


Who was the King they worshiped? 
We find part of the answer in Isaiah 
9:6, 7: “Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace.” The Lord Jesus 
Christ was and still is all of that and 
more besides. How greatly we should 
praise God for the wonderful gift of 
his Son! 

“You remember John 3:16, do you 
not?” a Bible teacher asked a lonesome 
young girl. “Here we see that God 
so loved you and me that he gave his 
Son for us, that when we believe, we 
might have a new life, and might choose 
to live to please him.” 

‘Is that what is meant by faith in 
God?” queried the girl. 

“Yes, dear, for Christ is all we have 
ever seen of God. Let us look at John 
14:9: ‘He that hath seen me hath seen 
the Father,’ and John 20:29: ‘Jesus saith 
unto him, Thomas, because thou hast 
seen me, thou hast believed: blessed 
are they that have not seen, and yet 
have believed.’ We see God by faith, 
and we have his Word as a background 
for that faith.” 

Job once said, “I have heard of thee 
by the hearing of the ear: but now mine 
eye seeth thee” (Job 42:5). Many times 
you have heard the story of the star, 
the prophecy, and the journey of the 
wise men. These magi had heard of 
a coming King with “the hearing of the 
ear,” and their hearts were stirred to 
follow His star. At the end of their 
quest their eyes beheld the Christ. 

Are you ready for the question: What 
does” Christmas mean to you? Listen 
prayerfully as we read the Memory 
Verse. (The teacher, or. one of the girls 
may read Luke 2:10b, 11.) Have you 
caught a vision of Christ, the Lord of 
glory, who was willing to humble him- 
self and leave his throne in Heaven to 
come to earth as an infant, go through 
life as a servant to mankind, and at last 
to present himself a living sacrifice upon 
the Cross for you and me? (Phil. 2:7, 8.) 

During this week you may want to 
express this vision in verse and bring 
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the results to class next Sunday. Shall 
we bow our heads at this time and 
praise God through prayer for the mar- 
velous gift of his Son, our Saviour? 
(Close the session with prayer.) 

After we have met the Lord Jesus 
Christ through the eyes of faith, we 
want to listen for his call, and next 
week we shall study how one of his 
most efficient followers, Peter, answered 
the Master’s call to him. Learn Mark 
bbs iy 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Why not make this a day of sharing 
our things with others? On the Sunday 
before, tell the children to bring some- 
thing for some other child, not any pre- 
tentious gift, but something within their 
means. Even if it means a sacrifice, it 
will be good for the child. Christmas 
day has become altogether too much a 
“getting” time, and too little a “‘giving’’ 
season. 











ie SO glad Christmas day comes on 
Sunday this year, so we can have 
our Christmas lesson on Christmas day. 
We all know why we have a Christmas 
Day. It is the day we celebrate Christ’s 
birth. We all know that wonderful 
story that the angel told the shepherds 
as they watched their flocks by night 
on the starlit hills of Palestine. “Fear 
not: for, behold, I bring you good tid- 
ings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David, a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2: 8-20). 

You remember how the _ shepherds 
went quickly to Bethlehem and found 
the baby Jesus wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger, as the angel 
had said. And they worshiped Him, 
Then came the wise men from the East 
who had seen his star, and followed it 
to Bethlehem, and they brought him 
gifts of gold and frankincense and 
myrrh, and they worshiped him, because 
they, too, knew he was the long-ex- 
pected Messiah, God’s Son. 

And so we give gifts to those we 
love, and sometimes we bring gifts, as 
we have today, to give to children who 
may not have any Christmas presents. 
We cannot bring gifts as the wise men 
did and give them to the Lord Jesus, 
but we can give them to others, because 
we love him. And Jesus knows and 
accepts these gifts as unto himself. 

Do you know God gave us the great- 
est Christmas Gift, his only begotten 
Son, to come to earth as a Babe, and to 
live and die for us? Have you accepted 
this Gift? What would you think of a 
person who refused to receive a beau- 
tiful gift? And yet many people refuse 
to take Jesus Christ, the greatest Gift. 
The greatest gift you can give to anyone 
today is to give yourself to Jesus, to 
live for him. Is he your Saviour? 

MopeEsTo, CALIF. 
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Lesson for December 25 


This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 908) 


1. He was Herod the Great, by descent an 
Idumean, ruling by authority of the Roman 
government. 


2. David, to whom the promise was given 
that he should never want a man to sit 
on his throne. 


3. He feared the overthrow of his house 
and the recognition of another ruler over 
Israel. 


4. Micah, who was contemporary with Isa- 
iah and lived seven centuries before Christ. 
5. He was rejected by the Jews as king, 


but will rule as such when he returns from 
Heaven. 


6. To seek out the new-born King and 
bring word back to him, that he might wor- 
ship him, too. 

7. To a house in Bethlehem where Mary 
and Joseph dwelt with their Holy Child. 

8. They gave him rich gifts and wor- 
shiped him. 

9. They were warned by Gcd in a dream 
not to do so. 

10. By trusting the Lord Jesus and devot- 
ing our lives to his service. 
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The Christmas Slippers 
Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


6c HO will wear those big slippers, 

Granny?” and little Laen hwa 
(Fragrant Flower) caressed the bright 
red satin as she watched the green 
leaves and golden yellow and blue 
flowers grow under her grandmother’s 
skillful fingers. 

“Ho, ho, little plague, always asking 
questions,” grumbled the old Chinese 
lady. “Go, nurse di-di [small brother].” 

With a sigh Laen hwa turned away. 
Granny was often cross these days. Was 
it because Father and Big Brother were 
away at the war and there were many 
mouths to feed, with very little to fill 
them? 

Fragrant Flower knew those grand 
red satin shoes were not for her, they 
were far too big, and besides she ‘had 
only stout blue and black cotton ones, 
with only a sprig of a flower. “Any- 
way, they aren’t for you, Smallest One,” 
she said as she cuddled her fat little 
baby brother, who gurgled and pulled 
her hair in reply, and did not seem to 
mind at all. 

Day by day she watched Grandmother 
busy at her work, and when the beau- 
tiful slippers were finished in all their 
glory she danced up and down in her 
eagerness. 

“Ah, all done now,” said her mother. 
“When will you take them, Honorable 
Great Lady?” 

“Tomorrow, if my body is in peace. 
I’ve worked my very heart into them 
to find favor for them.” 

“May your labor gain a rich reward,” 
said Flower’s mother very fervently, 
as she prepared the scanty evening meal 
for them all. 

Next morning Flower was dressed in 
her best clothes and she and Granny 
set off for the Mountain Temple. Al- 
though many people in their village no 
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longer worshiped idols, and some tem- 
ples had been thrown down by bands 
of young Chinese students, yet many 
lonely “Halls of Worship” on the hills 
still stood fast. 

Fragrant Flower and her Grenny, 
after a long, stiff, wearisome climb, 
reached one of these, and then she knew 
where the lovely red satin shoes were 
going. The head priest — an old gentle- 
man — was receiving gifts from all the 
worshipers who wanted special protec- 
tion for their dear ones fighting in the 
war. He accepted these in the name of 
the great Buddah image in the front 
courtyard, and sold them later to keep 
the old building in repair, and feed all 
the other priests living there, for times 
were very bad. 

Now the little girl understood when 
she saw all the gifts that people brought, 
though none was so finely embroidered 
or so beautiful in her eyes as Granny’s 
pair of red satin shoes. Flower thought 
a lot about them as she ran down the 
hill again after all the pa-pa (worship 
and prayers) were over. 

A few days later it happened a pale- 
faced foreign teacher came into their 
courtyard with her Chinese helper. She 
showed them a large colored picture of 
a little Babe born in a manger, and to 
Fragrant Flower’s distress he had no 
shoes on his tiny bare feet. The for- 
eign lady said, “It was the Lord Jesus 
who came down from Heaven because 
he loved everybody, boys and girls, “and 
you, too, my little Precious,” and she 
smiled and stroked Flower’s eager little 
face very tenderly. How the little girl 
listened! It was such a wonderful story 
to her, and the lady was so sure it was 
all quite true. 

That night Flower thought a lot when 
she was tucked under the warm wadded 
quilts. Granny would never give her 
a piece of satin, that was certain, but oh, 
if only she could make a wee pair of 
slippers for that little Lord Jesus who 
once lay in a stable with the oxen stand- 
ing by. That would be lovely, far, far 
better than taking slippers ta the old 
priest at the hill temple who got so 
very many. 

Next day she told Mother, and Mother 
quickly understood, for her own heart 
had been touched by the story, and long 
years ago she had gone to a Jesus- 
School, only somehow she had forgot- 
ten him with all the troubles of her 
busy life. She felt ashamed when Flower 
told her about her “warm” desire, and 
going to her old treasure box she got 
out a piece of scarlet satin which had 
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been part of her wedding finery. She 
carefully cut out the tiny shoes for 
Flower, traced the flowers on them, and 
helped Flower to make them, but do- 
ing all the difficult parts herself. 

When they were finished she went 
with the little girl to the mission house 
to present her gift. After tea and talk 
on the veranda, Flower whispered shyly, 
“Please, Great Teacher, these slippers 
are for the little Lord Jesus; I made 
them for him myself. He had no shoes 
in the picture, you see, so I thought his 
feet would be so cold.” Miss Evans 
smiled, but she understood. 

“My little one, the Great Lord Jesus 
is not a baby now in a stable. He is in 
Heaven—a King with great glory.” 

Flower’s face suddenly looked very 
sad, and tears of disappointment were 
very near. 

“Oh,” she said, “I did want him to 
have my shoes so much!” 

“Listen, Precious, I think I can give 
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Make it a point this day to enhance the 
joy of somebody else. No matter who 
you are, nor how small your circle of 
acquaintances, there is some one, if you 
will really search, to whom you can 
bring an extra heartbeat of pleasure. 
Maybe that one is your own mother, or 
some member of the family, or it may 
be some one passing in the street. -You 
try it. Say to yourself: “In the name 
of Jesus Christ who died for me, and 
whose birth I celebrate today, I do this 
for that one.” And when Christmas has 
passed and you go back again into the 
everyday routine, the spirit of that act 
will make it the event of this Christmas 
which you will remember with the 
greatest satisfaction. 


DELAWARE WatTER Gap, PA. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E, Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To bring to the girls a deep ap- 
preciation of Christ's birthday. 


Activity.—As all the excitement and 
activity of the Christmas season is near- 
ing its close, it would be well to pause 
with the girls for a period of praise. If 
visitors are present this morning who may 
not be personally acquainted with Christ, 
seek to direct their vision to him as Sav- 
iour. During the week the girls may ex- 
press their adoration of the Saviour 
through original verse. 

Memory Verse.—‘‘Fear not: for, behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 
2:10b, 11). 











ft pow today the world seems to be 
overflowing with happiness. Peo- 
ple are wishing one another “Merry 
Christmas.” Families are gathering for 
reunions. Friendships are demonstrated 
by lovely gifts and gracious kindnesses. 
Everywhere folk are practicing the es- 
sence of our lesson of last Sunday. How? 
They are serving and loving their neigh- 
bors. 

“Wouldn’t it be grand if we could 
have Christmas all year long?” a gay, 
young person once declared. 

“Oh, no,” quickly came the reply, “the 
physical and financial strain would be 
too great.” 

It may be true that we could not en- 
dure “too much Christmas”; yet, unless 
we have caught a vision of something 
that lies beyond the almost ceaseless 
holiday activity, something which is 
permanently refreshing and sustaining, 
Christmas to us will have been useless 
and vain. No, we would not wish the 
spirit of Christmas to continue through- 
out the year, but, oh, how earnestly we 
would desire that the Spirit of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, whose birth we celebrate, 
might possess us completely, and that 
we might know for a certainty that 
Christ “is our life” (Col. 3:4). 

What is the meaning of Christmas? 
This question has been asked and an- 
swered many times before, but today 
let us discover an answer for ourselves. 
The girls might discuss some of the 
phases of Christmas which interest the 
group. To what extent is Christmas a 
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time for commercial profits, for unusual 
goodwill and friendship, for the giving 
and receiving of gifts, for the commemo- 
ration of the birthday of the King, or a 
time when the Lord grows increasingly 
attractive to each one personally? 


What did the first Christmas mean to 
the wise men? A star, a prophecy, and 
a journey had a part in shaping their 
destinies. God had said through his 
prophet Isaiah that these wise men 
would seek the child Jesus. Look at 
Isaiah 60:3: “The Gentiles shall come 
to thy light, and kings to the bright- 
ness of thy rising.” The magi, we are 
not toid how many there were, had to 
follow the star because God had de- 
clared that they would do so. 

Tnese men traveled from Eastern 
countries all the way to Jerusalem to 
see the child King and worship him. 
Through God’s Spirit they realized that 
this King would be no ordinary mon- 
arch, and that through him they would 
find the solution to all the riddles that 
had puzzied them. But more to be de- 
sired than mental satisfaction was the 
permanent refreshing and peace which 
this King would bring to their souls. 


Who was the King they worshiped? 
We find part of the answer in Isaiah 
9:6, 7: “Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace.” The Lord Jesus 
Christ was and still is all of that and 
more besides. How greatly we should 
praise God for the wonderful gift of 
his Son! 

“You remember John 3:16, do you 
not?” a Bible teacher asked a lonesome 
young girl. “Here we see that God 
so loved you and me that he gave his 
Son for us, that when we believe, we 
might have a new life, and might choose 
to live to please him.” é 

“Is that what is meant by faith in 
God?” queried the girl. 

“Yes, dear, for Christ is all we have 
ever seen of God. Let us look at John 
14:9: ‘He that hath seen me hath seen 
the Father,’ and John 20:29: ‘Jesus saith 
unto him, Thomas, because thou hast 
seen me, thou hast believed: blessed 
are they that have not seen, and yet 
have believed.’ We see God by faith, 
and we have his Word as a background 
for that faith.” 

Job once said, “I have heard of thee 
by the hearing of the ear: but now mine 
eye seeth thee” (Job 42:5). Many times 
you have heard the story of the star, 
the prophecy, and the journey of the 
wise men. These magi had heard of 
a coming King with “the hearing of the 
ear,” and their hearts were stirred to 
follow His star. At the end of their 
quest tineir eyes beheld the Christ. 

Are you ready for the question: What 
does Christmas mean to you? Listen 
prayerfully as we read the Memory 
Verse. (The teacher, or one of the girls 
may read Luke 2:10b, 11.) Have you 
caught a vision of Christ, the Lord of 
glory, who was willing to humble him- 
self and leave his throne in Heaven to 
come to earth as an infant, go through 
life as a servant to mankind, and at last 
to present himself a living sacrifice upon 
the Cross for you and me? (Phil. 2:7, 8.) 

During this week you may want to 
express this vision in verse and bring 
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the results to class next Sunday. Shall 
we bow our heads at this time and 
praise God through prayer for the mar- 
velous gift of his Son, our Saviour? 
(Close the session with prayer.) 

After we have met the Lord Jesus 
Christ through the eyes of faith, we 
want to listen for his call, and next 
week we shall study how one of his 
most efficient followers, Peter, answered 
the Master’s call to him. Learn Mark 
pA i 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Why not make this a day of sharing 
our things with others? On the Sunday 
before, tell the children to bring some- 
thing for some other child, not any pre- 
tentious gift, but something within their 
means. Even if it means a sacrifice, it 
will be good for the child. Christmas 
day has become altogether too much a 
“getting” time, and too little a “giving’’ 
season. 











ie SO glad Christmas day comes on 
Sunday this year, so we can have 
our Christmas lesson on Christmas day. 
We all know why we have a Christmas 
Day. It is the day we celebrate Christ’s 
birth. We all know that wonderful 
story that the angel told the shepherds 
as they watched their flocks by night 
on the starlit hills of Palestine. “Fear 
not: for, behold, I bring you good tid- 
ings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David, a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:8-20). 

You remember how the shepherds 
went quickly to Bethlehem and found 
the baby Jesus wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger, as the angel 
had said. And they worshiped Him, 
Then came the wise men from the East 
who had seen his star, and followed it 
to Bethlehem, and they brought him 
gifts of gold and frankincense and 
myrrh, and they worshiped him, because 
they, too, knew he was the long-ex- 
pected Messiah, God’s Son. 

And so we give gifts to those we 
love, and sometimes we bring gifts, as 
we have today, to give to children who 
may not have any Christmas presents. 
We cannot bring gifts as the wise men 
did and give them to the Lord Jesus, 
but we can give them to others, because 
we love him. And Jesus knows and 
accepts these gifts as unto himself. 

Do you know God gave us the great- 
est Christmas Gift, his only begotten 
Son, to come to earth as a Babe, and to 
live and die for us? Have you accepted 
this Gift? What would you think of a 
person who refused to receive a beau- 
tiful gift? And yet many people refuse 
to take Jesus Christ, the greatest Gift. 
The greatest gift you can give to anyone 
today is to give yourself to Jesus, to 
live for him. Is he your Saviour? 

Moovesto, CALIF. 
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Lesson for December 25 


This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 908) 


1. He was Herod the Great, by descent an 
Idumean, ruling by authority of the Roman 
government. 


2. David, to whom the promise was given 
that he should never want a man to sit 
on his throne. 


3. He feared the overthrow of his house 


and the recognition of another ruler over 
Israel. 


4. Micah, who was contemporary with Isa- 
jah and lived seven centuries before Christ. 
5. He was rejected by the Jews as king, 


but will rule as such when he returns from 
Heaven. 


6. To seek out the new-born King and 
bring word back to him, that he might wor- 
ship him, too. 

7. To a house in Bethlehem where Mary 
and Joseph dwelt with their Holy Child. 

8. They gave him rich gifts and wor- 
shiped him. 

9. They were warned by God in a dream 
not to do so. 

10. By trusting the Lord Jesus and devot- 
ing our lives to his service. 
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The Christmas Slippers 
Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


cc HO will wear those big slippers, 

Granny?” and little Laen hwa 
(Fragrant Flower) caressed the bright 
red satin as she watched the green 
leaves and golden yellow and blue 
flowers grow under her grandmother’s 
skillful fingers. 

“Ho, ho, little plague, always asking 
questions,” grumbled the old Chinese 
lady. “Go, nurse di-di [small brother].” 

With a sigh Laen hwa turned away. 
Granny was often cross these days. Was 
it because Father and Big Brother were 
away at the war and there were many 
mouths to feed, with very little to fill 
them? 

Fragrant Flower knew those grand 
red satin shoes were not for her, they 
were far too big, and besides she had 
only stout blue and black cotton oOhes, 
with only a sprig of a flower. “Any- 
way, they aren’t for you, Smallest One,” 
she said as she cuddled her fat little 
baby brother, who gurgled and pulled 
her hair in reply, and did not seem to 
mind at all. 

Day by day she watched Grandmother 
busy at her work, and when the beau- 
tiful slippers were finished in all their 
glory she danced up and down in her 
eagerness. 

“Ah, all done now,” said her mother. 
“When will you take them, Honorable 
Great Lady?” 

“Tomorrow, if my body is in peace. 
I've worked my very heart into them 
to find favor for them.” 

“May your labor gain a rich reward,” 
said Flower’s mother very fervently, 
as she prepared the scanty evening meal 
for them all. 

Next morning Flower was dressed in 
her best clothes and she and Granny 
set off for the Mountain Temple. Al- 
though many people in their village no 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


longer worshiped idols, and some tem- 
ples had been thrown down by bands 
of young Chinese students, yet many 
lonely “Halls of Worship” on the hills 
still stood fast. 

Fragrant Flower and her Granny, 
after a long, stiff, wearisome climb, 
reached one of these, and then she knew 
where the lovely red satin shoes were 
going. The head priest —an old gentle- 
man — was receiving gifts from all the 
worshipers who wanted special protec- 
tion for their dear ones fighting in the 
war. He accepted these in the name of 
the great Buddah image in the front 
courtyard, and sold them later to keep 
the old building in repair, and feed all 
the other priests living there, for times 
were very bad. 

Now the little girl understood when 
she saw all the gifts that people brought, 
though none was so finely embroidered 
or so beautiful in her eyes as Granny’s 
pair of red satin shoes. Flower thought 
a lot about them as she ran down the 
hill again after all the pa-pa (worship 
and prayers) were over. 

A few days later it happened a pale- 
faced foreign teacher came into their 
courtyard with her Chinese helper. She 
showed them a large colored picture of 
a little Babe born in a manger, and to 
Fragrant Flower’s distress he had no 
shoes on his tiny bare feet. The for- 
eign lady said, “It was the Lord Jesus 
who came down from Heaven because 
he loved everybody, boys and girls, “and 
you, too, my little Precious,” and she 
smiled and stroked Flower’s eager little 
face very tenderly. How the little girl 
listened! It was such a wonderful story 
to her, and the lady was so sure it was 
all quite true. 

That night Flower thought a lot when 
she was tucked under the warm wadded 
quilts. Granny would never give her 
a piece of satin, that was certain, but oh, 
if only she could make a wee pair of 
slippers for that little Lord Jesus who 
once lay in a stable with the oxen stand- 
ing by. That would be lovely, far, far 
better than taking slippers tq the old 
priest at the hill temple who got so 
very many. 

Next day she told Mother, and Mother 
quickly understood, for her own heart 
had been touched by the story, and long 
years ago she had gone to a Jesus- 
School, only somehow she had forgot- 
ten him with all the troubles of her 
busy life. She felt ashamed when Flower 
told her about her “warm” desire, and 
going to her old treasure box she got 
out a piece of scarlet satin which had 
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been part of her wedding finery. She 
carefully cut out the tiny shoes for 
Flower, traced the flowers on them, and 
helped Flower to make them, but do- 
ing all the difficult parts herself. 

When they were finished she went 
with the little girl to the mission house 
to present her gift. After tea and talk 
on the veranda, Flower whispered shyly, 
“Please, Great Teacher, these slippers 
are for the little Lord Jesus; I made 
them for him myself. He had no shoes 
in the picture, you see, so I thought his 
feet would be so cold.” Miss Evans 
smiled, but she understood. 

“My little one, the Great Lord Jesus 
is not a baby now in a stable. He is in 
Heaven—a King with great glory.” 

Flower’s face suddenly looked very 
sad, and tears of disappointment were 
very near. 

“Oh,” she said, “I did want him to 
have my shoes so much!” 

“Listen, Precious, I think I can give 
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them to him for you.” Little Flower’s 
face grew bright again, and Miss Evans 
told her how the Baby grew up to love 
and help all sad, lonely, and poor peo- 
ple, and shortly before he went back 
to his heavenly Home he told his friends 
that if they wanted to give him a pres- 
ent they could give it to one of his 
poor, needy brothers or sisters, and he 
would count it as given to himself. 

“Next week we are going to keep his 
birthday, and I want you to come, be- 
cause there is a baby girl in our orphan 
home who will be given those pretty 
slippers to wear.” And that was why 
Baby Chang wore the little red satin 
slippers, which had been made by 
Flower for the feet of the kind Lord 
Jesus whom she already loved. 
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“greatest living travel writer” 

es you with him on a mem- 
orable journey through the 
lands of the Bible. With him 
you will watch the sunset on 
the broad Euphrates, smell the 
fragrance of spring in the Sinai 
mountains, hear the joyous din 
of the Egyptian market place, 
re-live in vivid retrospect the 
unforgettable events of the 
Bible in their modern settings, 
all the way from Babylon 
through the Holy Land and 
Egypt toRomeon EasterSunday. 
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The Young People’s 
rayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 1. Making This a “Happy New Year.” 
Psa. 16:8-11; Heb. 3:12-15. 


Sunday, December 25 


The Birth of Jesus Told in Poetry and 
Song (Luke 1:46-55, 67-79) 





Mon.—Hymn: “Joy to the world” (Luke 
2:10, 11). 

Tues.—Poem: “I heard the bells on 
Christmas day,” Longfellow (Luke. 
2:14). 

Wed.—Poem: “O little town of Bethle- 
hem” (Matt. 2:1-6). 

Thurs.—Hymn: “Hark, the herald angels 
sing” (Isa. 9:6, 7). ; 

: “It came upon the midnight 
clear’? (Luke 2:13-20). 

Sat.—Carol: “Silent night” (Luke 2:8-14). 











NCE more, the Christmas season 
brings us an opportunity to have 
an unusual and effective program for 
our young people’s meeting. However, 
as we plan for our meeting with poetry 
and song and story, let us remember that 
it shouid be a time of worship and praise 
to God for his unspeakable gift, rather 
than merely a time in which we shall 
be entertained. It is fitting and proper 
that our emotions should be stirred, and 
that we should receive enjoyment and 
pleasure from this meeting, but if this 
is all that is accomplished, we shall 
have missed the greatest joy of all,— 
that of having our hearts lifted with 
reverence and thanksgiving to the 
Throne of Grace, and that of seeing 
others brought into a new realization 
of God’s unspeakable gift, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
b 
There is no Christmas poetry, and 
there are no Christmas stories that can 
equal those given in the New Testa- 
ment. Mary’s glorious hymn of praise, 
and Zacharias’ inspired prophecy are 
given in our Scripture lesson for this 
week. Both of these are in poetic form 
in the original, and are so shown in 
our Revised Version of the Bible. To 
these we may add the words of Simeon 
recorded in Luke 2:29-33. 


December 10, 1938 


Have these portions read by three 
members of your group who can be 
counted on to read clearly and intelli- 
gently. Then follow with the two 
Christmas stories given in Matthew 1: 
18-25 and Luke 2:1-20. 


+4 

There is a wealth of good poetry 
about Christmas which may be found 
in collections of verse in most public 
libraries. “A Book of Christmas Verse,” 
selected by H. C. Beechie (Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, New York, $2.50), and 
“The Poet’s Life of Christ,” compiled 
by Norman Ault (Oxford University 
Press, New York, $3.25), are outstand- 
ing. Care will need to be exercised, 
however, in choosing selections for your 
young people’s meeting, for much has 
been written about Christmas in verse 
as well as in prose that is contrary to the 
Christian viewpoint. 

Many of the Christian Christmas 
hymns in your church hymnal lend 
themselves to reading at a meeting of 
this sort. In fact, many of them were 
written first as Christmas poetry, and 
later were set to music. 

4 

No more appropriate music for this 
Christmas service can be had than the 
old Christmas carols. They are now 
available in small booklet form at most 
music stores, and can be had at mod- 
erate cost. Doubtless your church 
hymnal, however, will include a num- 
ber of them. 

By choosing for general singing some 
of the better known carols, you can 
have a candlelight service with all lights 
extinguished except that of a dozen or 
two candles placed about the room. The 
carols can then be sung from memory, 
and those who have special part in the 
service in reading or singing or playing 
may have candles so placed to give suffi- 
cient light. This makes a very effective 
service. 

5 


If you have capable musicians in 
your number, you may want to use 
Adam’s “Holy Night”; or the beautiful 
“Lullay, Little Son,” from Maunder’s 
Christmas oratorio, “Bethlehem”; or 
Neidlinger’s, “The Birthday of a King.” 
“fod so Loved the World” from 
Stainer’s oratorio, “The Crucifixion,” is 
another fine number. In more modern 
vein is Pietro Yon’s, “Jesu Bambino.” 

If you cannot draw from your own 
group for vocal or instrumental num- 
bers, have you ever thought of using 
some of the fine victrola records that 
are available? They can be most effec- 
tive, even if played on a small port- 
able victrola. But they are especially 
worth while when played by one of 
the modern electric phonographs, . or 
with an electric pick-up using radio 
tubes for amplification. There is a wide 
variety of selections to choose from, all 
by excellent musicians. The instru- 
mental numbers may be played as solos, 
or may be played softly during the 
reading of the Scripture portions. Many 
of the Christmas carols sung by well- 
known choirs can be obtained, and 
Mary’s hymn and Simeon’s hymn may 
be found listed as “Magnificat” and 
“Nunc Dimittis.” 

Close the meeting with a quiet, yet 


























Lesson for December 25 


searching, appeal for dedication of the 
life to Christ, using such Scriptures as 
Romans 12:1, 2; 2 Corinthians 8:5; Psalm 
51:16, 17; 1 Peter 5:5, 6; 1 Samuel 15:22. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
ye 


The Department of Evangelism 
at Bob Jones College 


T IS the aim of Bob Jones College not 

only to train ministers, but also Chris- 
tian leaders in the professions and in 
business. One-fourth of the students 
are young men preparing for the min- 
istry, and a large percentage of these 
are looking forward to evangelistic 
work. The College has graduated a 
number of evangelists who are now 


being used of God to win men for Christ. 


Because the College believes that the 
greatest need of the Church at this time 
is a constructive program of sane Bible 
evangelism, it has organized an Exten- 
sion Department of Evangelism for the 
purpose of stimulating and promoting 
interest in this work. The director of 
this department is a graduate of the Col- 
lege, Clifford Lewis, a young evangelist 
whose ministry in America and in other 
countries has been greatly blessed of 
God. The following are the members 
of the Advisory Council of this depart- 
ment: W. E. Biederwolf, H. A. Ironside, 
Mel Trotter, Bob Shuler, M. F. Ham, 
Mark A. Matthews, C. B. Hedstrom, 
Paul W. Rood, H. H. Savage, R. G. Le- 
Tourneau, W. G. Haymaker, Mrs. W. A. 
Sunday, W. W. Ayer, Dr. James Mc- 
Ginlay, and A. K. Harper. 

The Extension Department of Evan- 
gelism opens January 1. The College 
will be glad to arrange with any minis- 
ter or group of ministers, or other Chris- 
tian organization, for evangelistic meet- 
ings to be conducted by consecrated, 
sane evangelists who are true to the 
Word of God and who have had experi- 
ence in the evangelistic field. Those 
who would like to get into touch with 
such evangelists should write to the De- 
partment of Evangelism, Bob Jones Col- 
lege, Cleveland, Tenn. 
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{ With the New Books 


Filled With the Spirit. By Richard 
Ellsworth Day, D.D. (Zondervan Pub- 
lishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich., 
$1.50.) “The Shadow of the Broad Brim” 
and “Bush Aglow” were finished and a 
black heaviness fell upon the author, 
For there was so great a gulf between 
the mighty apostolates of Spurgeon and 
Moody and his own meager service. So 
he sat down and mourned certain days, 
fasting and praying unto the God of 
Heaven. Then came the vision, —the 
towering concrete cross on Mt. David- 
son illumined with borrowed light, even 
as the unburned bush of three millen- 
niums past had shed upon the desert a 
glory not its own. Suddenly Dr. Day 
laughed with holy joy as that same 
Light came flooding his understanding. 
Morning by morning he continued wait- 
ing in the tryst-before-dawn, drinking 
in the mighty truth that God’s purposes 
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are served by our human’ best, when 
that best is utterly possessed by the 
Holy Spirit. And as he drank, the facile 
pen came again to hand. So the writ- 
ing grew until there was finished a day- 
by-day book rich in spiritual ,nourish- 
ment. 

Each page quotes, accentuates, and 
lovingly entreats the memorizing of its 
daily apportionment of God’s Word. And 
though the truth of the Spirit’s empow- 
ering comes often to the fore, other 


Bible verities are grouped around it 


like delicacies around the piéce de 
résistance on a banquet table. 
Occasionally there will come a sud- 
den cut of the Sword when one reads 
such sentences as, “O Christian, you 
have no right to be a fireless hearth 
in a dreary world!” “Is there some lit- 
tle defection in your life which you can 
condone on the ground of your great 
labor for Christ? Remember, ‘To obey 
is better than sacrifice.” “One cannot 
glow if he is grouchy, or flame if he is 
filthy.” “It is the finest discipline of 
life to hunt down and avenge all 
thoughts that obey not the Gospel.” 
There are also special pages, one of 
which offers, for example, a soft pillow 
to the bereaved mother; another is writ- 
ten for those who attend “God’s Night 
School of Insomnia,” and still another 
is for “Brother Out-of-Focus,” who uses 
prayer to criticize a fellow worshiper. 
The note of missions is sounded fre- 
quently, while always the harmony of 
assurance, power, and resurrection-vic- 
tory provides such music as will lift 
the Christian to the appropriation of his 
rightful heirship. There are many illus- 
trations, which along with the homilies 
of the author, create an exquisite set- 
ting for the 365 gems from the Book of 
God.. Surely for the devout believer 
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nothing could be more acceptable as a 
Christ-honoring, holiday gift than this 
latest book from a man who knows 
Christ and who presents him to others 
with such winsomeness. 


we 


The Fulfillment of Micah’'s 
Bethlehem Prophecy 
(Continued from page 903) 


Bethlehem was the scene of Christian 
pilgrimage .and worship as the birth- 
place of Jesus” (George Adam Smith). 

(4) No pilgrimages were ever made 
to Nazareth or any other village or city 
in Palestine as the birthplace of our 
Lord. 

(5) The apologists of the first three 
centuries of the Christian Church con- 
tinually referred to Christ’s birth at 
Bethlehem as a proof that he fulfilled 
the prophecy of Micah, and was the 
Messiah, and, as far as we know, none 
of the enemies of Christianity with 
whom they contended ever ventured to 
deny the fact that he was born there. 

(6) It has been the unanimous testi- 
mony of the Christian Church, and of 
Christendom itself, for over eighteen 
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hundred years, that the birthplace of 
the Lord Jesus was Bethlehem of 
Judza. 

(7) There is not a scrap of depend- 
able, historical evidence to show that the 
Lord Jesus was born in any other place. 


The prophecy of Micah cannot by any 
process of criticism be lifted out of our 
Bible. Sound historical scholarship can- 
not escape the fact that in Bethlehem, 
of which Micah spoke, was born the 
Messiah of whose coming his prophecy 
foretells. The documents on which our 
faith rests are proved to be, to men who 
are seeking the truth and who refuse to 
allow anything but stubborn facts, di- 
vinely inspired. Our Christmas joy, our 
trust in Christ, our hope are founded on 
the rock of a divine revelation given 
through historic events, adequately 
documented and verifiable. 

After our Lord rose from the grave, 
he said to the men who did not believe 
in his resurrection, “O fools, and slow 
of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken” (Luke 24:25). The great- 
est man of the first century aside from 
our Lord, and one of the greatest men 
of all ages was the apostle Paul, who 
toward the end of his life confessed that 
he profoundly believed “all things 
which are written in the law and in the 
prophets” (Acts 24:14). None of us need 
be ashamed of our position, when we 
stand on the side of the Lord Jesus and 
his divinely taught apostles. “Thou art 
my hiding place and my shield: I hope 
in thy word” (Psa. 119:114). 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


December 19 to 25 

Mon.—Matthew 2:1-12. The Birth of Christ. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Born King of 
the Jews.” “The man that is my fellow” 
(Zech. 13:7). Glorious designations of 
our Saviour! -His advent in this world 
for our salvation constitutes one of the 
amazing condescensions of God. God 
appearing, in human flesh, “born of 
woman, for man to die” is the grand 
theme cf the Gospel of our salvation. 
“Sing of the One who is mighty to save.” 
Pray for the India Christian Mission, 
113 Fulton Street, New York. 
Tues.—John 3:16-24. God’s Gift to All. 

PRAYER ,SUGGESTIONS: “Gave his only 
begotten Son.” Finite man can gaze 
upon and appreciate the love of the in- 
finite God; but he cannot comprehend 
it, for his love passeth knowledge. Stand 
at Bethlehem, and Calvary, to pause, 
wonder, and ask, “Why such love to 
me?” Its height, depth, length, and 
breadth are beyond us, as God himself 
is. Isn’t God’s love wonderful? Pray 
for Sudan Interior Mission, 296 Garfield 
Place, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Wed.—John 14:15-21. Manifesting Our Love. 

PkaYER SUGGESTIONS: “If a man love 
me” (v. 23). We manifest our love to 
Christ by doing his commandments. 
Obedience is our best profession. Senti- 
mental love is good; but practical love 
is the real thing. Love to Christ brings 
manifestations of His presence. “If a 
man love me, he will keep my words: 
and my Father will love him, and we 
will come unto him, and make our abode 
with him.” Pray for Inland South Amer- 
ica Missionary Union, 113 Fulton Street, 
New York. 


Thurs.—Mark 12:41-44, 
Honoring God by Our Gifts. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “People cast 
money into the treasury.” It is not the 
quantity of money given that brings 
God’s commendation. Motives and man- 
ner count most with Christ. He “be- 
held how the people cast money into 
the treasury.” Give all you can, give 
when you can, and as much as you can. 
The grace of liberality fits in with every 
condition of your purse. It indicates 
character and spirituality. Pray for the 
Bolivian Indian Migsion, 113 Fulton 

Street, New York. 


Fri.—Matthew 28:18-20. Sharing God’s Gift. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “To every crea- 
ture” (Mark 16:15). You have an “every 
creature” commission. Christ’s Gospel 
is for “every creature.” “Black and yel- 
low, red and white, all are precious in 
His sight.” See that your love abounds 
toward every one. “Every creature... 
under heaven” is Pauline (Col. 1:23). 
Work under that commission. “Preach 
the gospel to every creature.” Pray for 


The Evangelical Union of South Amer- 
ica, 135 Isabella Street, Toronto 5, Can. 





(Lesson for Dec. 25) Dec. 10, 1938 


Sat.—1 John 4:7-16. God’s Love for Us. 

PRAYER SucGcEsTIONs: “The Father sent 
the Son to be the Saviour of the world.” 
God present in this world in the likeness 
of sinful flesh, for man’s redemption 
through death, unveils God’s love for us. 
God himself is our Saviour. Our hope 
of eternal life rests upon the atone- 
ment God made for us in the person of 
Jesus Christ. Remission of sins is a 
token of love divine. Pray for Latin 
America Evangelization Campaign, 1213 
N. Franklin Street, Philadelphia. 
Sun.—Isaiah 9:6, 7. 

The Reign of the Prince of Peace. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The government 
shall be upon his shoulder.” Christ is 
the rightful Monarch of this world. Sin 
reigns now; and usurpers rule this world 
during this age. Christ reigns in re- 
generate hearts. He will soon take to 
himself his great power and reign over 
the whole earth. “He -must reign, till 
he hath put all enemies under his feet” 
(1 Cor. 15:25). Pray for American-Euro- 
pean Fellowship, 156 Fifth Avenue, New 
York. 
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The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.15—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one’ address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Please be sure to state the old as well 
as the new address whenever you request 
a change.in your address. If in a club, 
please give name and address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 
INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Strictly introductory, or Get-Ac- 
quainted subscriptions, 25 cents for one 
period of ten weeks, either singly or in 


clubs. 
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Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States 
and Possessions. These rates include 


git 


postage. S 
15 cents—One or more copies to @ 
individual addresses, 75 cents each, -¥ 
per year. = 
52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 s 
.cents each, per year. a 
The Sunday School Times Company D 
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